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Statewide efforts
EducationQuest provided college planning services 
statewide through:

 • fall college fairs in six Nebraska cities, and spring 
  fairs in Omaha, Lincoln and Kearney

 • college planning and financial aid presentations at  
 high schools across the state

 • college planning materials distributed to middle  
 schools and high schools

 • financial aid training for Nebraska school counselors

Services for Spanish-speaking Nebraskans
EducationQuest’s bilingual college planning specialists 
provide assistance to Spanish-speaking students and 
parents at our three locations. They also provide 
statewide financial aid and college planning 
presentations in Spanish. They reached nearly 1,800 
students and parents through these services.

In total, EducationQuest helped nearly 76,000 clients 
last year through in-house and statewide efforts. We 
recorded over 618,000 contacts with Nebraskans through 
all college planning services including web tools.

About EducationQuest
Headquartered in Lincoln, EducationQuest 
Foundation is a private, nonprofit organization  
with a mission to improve access to higher education 
in Nebraska.

College Planning Services
Each year, EducationQuest helps thousands of 
Nebraska students and families with college planning 
through free in-house services, statewide efforts and 
web-based tools.

In-house services

At locations in Kearney, Lincoln and Omaha, 
EducationQuest helps students and families:

 • research colleges
 • find scholarships
 • explore careers
 • complete and file the FAFSA (Free Application  

 for Federal Student Aid)
 • learn about student loans

All services are free and most are by appointment to 
provide clients with one-on-one assistance.

Activities (# of occurrences)
 Financial Aid Programs (278)

 Offsite FAFSA Filings (50)
 Counselor Updates (7)

 9 & 10 Grade Programs (85)

 College Fair Counties (9)

 Educational Planning Program  
 Counties (20)

College Planning Activities

Each symbol may represent multiple activities.

School-based services were provided on a regular basis at 21 locations: five Lincoln Public 
Schools, seven Omaha Public Schools, Bellevue East, Gibbon, Grand Island Senior, Hastings, 
Kearney Public, Lexington, Plattsmouth, Ralston, and Shelton.
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KnowHow2GO Program
Through the KnowHow2GO program, EducationQuest promotes  
four steps 8th, 9th and 10th grade students should follow to 
make college a reality. 

EducationQuest promotes KnowHow2GO through our website, 
publications, videos, presentations, and statewide events. We  
also develop resources for school counselors, teachers, and  
community agency personnel to help them promote 
KnowHow2GO to students.

During 2015, EducationQuest’s KnowHow2GO efforts included 
the following: 

•  Nearly 150 KnowHow2GO events were held statewide 
reaching nearly 7,400 8th, 9th and 10th grade students.

•  Fifty-eight college students serving as 
KnowHow2GONebraska Ambassadors helped with 
KnowHow2GO events and activities in Beatrice, Lincoln, 
Norfolk, North Platte, Omaha, Peru, Scottsbluff, and Wayne. 
Of the nearly 150 events referenced in the bullet above, 47 
were conducted by Ambassadors.

Outreach Services
Each year, the EducationQuest Outreach Services team visits hundreds 
of community agencies statewide to counsel clients about ways to plan 
and pay for college – and to help them complete the FAFSA. They also 
present to agency professionals and clients about EducationQuest services, 
financial aid, college planning, our web-based tools, and explain how 
agency personnel can refer clients to EducationQuest’s Reaching Your 
Potential Scholarship Program.

Outreach Services has a representative in Scottsbluff who, in addition 
to services listed above, helps with EducationQuest efforts in western 
Nebraska related to KnowHow2GO and College Access Grants.

During 2015, Outreach Services staff exhibited and presented breakout 
sessions at local, regional, and statewide professional conferences. In total, 
Outreach staff served over 7,500 clients.

Knowhow2go to College?
4

Find the four steps atEducationQuest.org

steps to get there!

It only takes

08/14
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Web-based Resources
During 2015, EducationQuest developed a mobile-
friendly website. Students and parents can now 
access college planning information via their 
smartphones or tablets.

To view the new website, visit EducationQuest.org.

Recipients of the EducationQuest Scholarship Program and the  
Reaching Your Potential Scholarship Program.

Recipients of EducationQuest 
Scholarship Program

Recipients of Reaching Your 
Potential Scholarship Program Each symbol may represent multiple recipients.

Need-based Scholarship Programs
EducationQuest funds need-based scholarship programs that help Nebraskans overcome obstacles to higher education.

Through the EducationQuest Scholarship Program, EducationQuest disburses need-based scholarship dollars each 
year to Nebraska’s nonprofit public and private colleges. The colleges then award the funds to eligible students 
who demonstrate financial need. In 2015, EducationQuest disbursed $1.48 million that will be awarded to eligible 
students during the 2015-2016 academic year. Since 1999, EducationQuest has disbursed nearly $18 million providing 
over 17,800 scholarships.

The Reaching Your Potential Scholarship Program awards renewable scholarships twice a year to low-income Nebraska 
students who face obstacles to college. Applicants are referred to the program by community agencies and colleges. In 
2015, EducationQuest awarded $153,000 to 32 students. To date, 388 students have received Reaching Your Potential 
scholarships. Of these, 79 percent are either in college or have graduated. 

College Pro�les - 19%            
ScholarshipQuest - 29%
Activities Resume - 34%             
Reality Check - 8%                
FAFSA Tutorial - 5%                 
Event Calendar - 5%                 

34%

29%

19%

8%5%5%

Activities Resume

ScholarshipQuest

College Profiles

Reality Check

FAFSA Tutorial

Event Calendar

EducationQuest website resources by popularity



Right: Beatrice High School Counselor Tracy 
Post helps a student complete an application 
during the school’s Apply2College event. 
(Photo by Annie Bohling, Beatrice Daily Sun)

Eighth grade students at 31 Nebraska schools went on campus visits during the 2014-15 school 
year made possible with funding from EducationQuest’s 8th Grade Campus Visit Grants program. 

Over 150 high schools participated in the EducationQuest-
sponsored Apply2College Campaign during the fall of 2015. The 
schools held events during the school day to help seniors complete 
college applications.

As of mid-November, 65 schools reported that 2,567 seniors 
submitted 3,810 applications to 337 colleges.

More details about the campaign are available in the Professionals 
section at EducationQuest.org.

8th Grade Campus Visit Grants

Recipients of 2014-15 8th Grade Campus Visit Grants

Boone Central Schools (Petersburg)

Burwell Jr.-Sr. High School

Davis Middle Schools (Omaha)

Douglas County West Middle School 
(Waterloo)

Falls City Middle School

Fremont Middle School

Goodrich Middle School (Lincoln)

Gordon Rushville Middle School

Holdrege Middle School

Johnson County Central Middle School 
(Cook)

Lewis and Clark Middle School (Omaha)

Lexington Middle School

Lifegate Christian Schools (Omaha)

McMillan Magnet Center (Omaha)

Millard Central Middle School

Niobrara Public School

Oakland-Craig Public Schools

Platteview Central Junior High 
(Springfield)

Ralston Middle School

Schoo Middle School (Lincoln)

Schuyler Middle School

South Platte Schools (Big Springs)

South Sioux City Middle School

St. Teresa’s School (Lincoln)

Syracuse-Dunbar-Avoca Middle 
School

Twin River Public Schools (Genoa)

Valentine Middle School

Walthill Public School

Wayne Community Schools

West Point-Beemer Jr. Sr. High School

Wisner-Pilger Jr. Sr. High School

APPLY2COLLEGE Campaign
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Above: These counselors at Lincoln Southeast High 
School helped students “get their ducks in a row” 
during the school’s Apply2College event. Pictured 
front to back: Emily Hoegh, Marti Mueting, Kelley 
Winter, ReeAnna Armagost, Sarah Smith, Kelcy Sass, 
and Skyler Reising
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EducationQuest partnered with several Nebraska entities 
during 2015 to help fulfill our mission.

Nebraska Association of College Registrars and Admissions 
Officers – EducationQuest partnered with NACRAO to 
coordinate Educational Planning Programs at high schools 
statewide featuring college representatives.

Nebraska Educational Television – EducationQuest supports 
NET by airing 30-second spots during high school sports 
programming and University of Nebraska volleyball.

Nebraska Broadcasters Association – Through this 
partnership, EducationQuest spreads college planning 
messaging across the state via network television and radio.

PARTNERSHIPS

Statewide Steering Committee – Representatives of 
colleges, high schools, and other education entities 
helped EducationQuest develop and oversee the 
Apply2College campaign.

University of Nebraska – Each fall, the University of 
Nebraska system conducts “Counselor Updates” for school 
counselors statewide. EducationQuest joined those sessions 
to provide financial aid training.

The College Access Grants program provides funding to 
Nebraska high schools that seek to increase their college-
going rate. The award amounts vary, dependent on the 
school’s enrollment. Schools are funded for four years with 
a goal to increase the schools’ college-going rate by 10 
percentage points.

High schools use the grants to fund programs and activities 
such as college visits, financial aid sessions, scholarship 
searches, career exploration, ACT test preparation, and 
completion of college applications. The grant program also

promotes involvement with families and businesses to help 
ensure the program’s success.

EducationQuest awards College Access Grants every two 
years, and will award the next round of grants in 2016. In 
conjunction with the 2016 grant cycle, EducationQuest will 
host a College Access Symposium March 31 in Lincoln. Schools 
interested in applying for a College Access Grant must have a 
representative attend the event.

To learn more about College Access Grants, see the 
Professionals section at EducationQuest.org.

College Access Grants Program
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Board of Directors
Craig Ames, Chairman of the Board, Retired, former President & Chief 
Operating Officer, Bryan Health

Liz S. Koop, President & CEO, EducationQuest Foundation

Wendy Boyer, Senior Program Officer, Peter Kiewit Foundation

Dr. Miguel Carranza, Professor of Sociology and Latina/Latino Studies, 
University of Missouri-Kansas City

Lee Galles, Retired, former Associate Vice President for Finance and  
Treasurer, Creighton University

Michael Green, President & Chief Investment Officer, EverGreen  
Capital Management

Dr. Jack Huck, Retired, former President, Southeast Community College

Liz S. Koop, President & CEO

Daphne Hall, Senior Vice President, College Access Programs 

Mike Timmins, Senior Vice President, Fiscal Operations

Eric Drumheller, Assistant Vice President, Grants & 
Scholarships

Officers

EducationQuest Officers 
and Board of Directors

• A College Access Symposium on March 31, 2016, will bring together middle school, high  
 school, agency, and college professionals to learn strategies to increase the number of   
 students who pursue postsecondary education.

• EducationQuest will expand its college access programming to include sixth grade students.  
 The effort will begin with a pilot program through which sixth grade students will receive  
 resources to help them get on the path to college.

•  The College Profiles resource at EducationQuest.org will be updated to make it  
 mobile-friendly, give it a more robust search engine, and to allow students to compare  
 colleges to find the best fit for them.

Each year, EducationQuest produces college planning 
handbooks, newsletters, brochures, and other 
materials for distribution to middle schools, high 
schools and community agencies across the state. 

Some publications provide specialized college 
planning information. These include materials 
provided in Spanish, and a publication with 
information specifically for students with disabilities.
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Tu camino a la universidad empieza con nosotros

Preparación para  la Universidadpara estudiantes en los grados 11 y 12

2015-2016
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Your Journey to College Begins with Us

College Prep

for 11th & 12th Grade Students

2015-2016

Handbook

Free Materials
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Your Journey to College Begins with Us

A SUPPLEMENT TO THE  COLLEGE PREP HANDBOOK

LOOKING AHEAD

The following efforts and events are slated for Fiscal Year 2016:



Kearney
2706 Second Avenue
Kearney, NE 68847
308.234.6310
800.666.3721

Lincoln - Headquarters
1300 O Street
Lincoln, NE 68508
402.475.5222
800.303.3745

Omaha
Rockbrook Village
11031 Elm Street
Omaha, NE 68144
402.391.4033
888.357.6300

EducationQuest.org 

About EducationQuest Foundation
EducationQuest was founded in 1998 with a mission to improve access to higher education 
in Nebraska. 

We fulfill our mission through: 

• free college planning services 
• need-based scholarship programs 
•  grants that help high schools increase their college-going rate
•  outreach services for community agencies statewide

We fund our programs and services through a permanent endowment that will allow us to 
serve Nebraskans for years to come.
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