
Making Campus Visits Count – tips for counselors and teachers 
Campus visits are an important tool in finding the right fit for a student after high school. Use 
these tips to help students view these as more than a day off from school. 
 
Finding the “right fit” involves helping students find a college that: 

 fits their strengths and interests 

 fits financially (scholarships, grants, and assistance) 

 fits their needs (large, medium, small, two-year, four-year, trade schools) 

 offers a degree program that suits their career interests 

 supports career development and planning 
 
Before the campus visit, students should: 

• identify careers that interest them and suit their strengths 

• use the internet to learn more about the campuses in which they have interest 

• attend a college fair or visit representatives when they come to your school 

• make a list of colleges meeting their criteria outlined through career exploration 

• develop a list of questions to ask all of the colleges to keep things consistent and 
manageable 

 
Arranging the campus visit: 

• Contact the college liaison to schedule the visit. 

• Select several dates before you call - this allows for flexibility. 

• If feasible, invite parents to attend the campus visits with their student. 

• Have specific requests ready to share with the liaison to tailor the visit to your students’ 
needs. 

• Many campuses can provide lunch to students for free or at a reduced cost. 

• Confirm your campus visit, parking and schedule of events. 

• Make sure you plan enough time for your students to truly experience the campus. 
 
The day of the visit: 

• Arrive on campus at the appointed time so students do not miss appointments 

• At lunch, ask students about their opinions and impressions 

• Help students ask their questions if they are hesitant 

• Have students pick up the college newspaper or other publications 
 
After the campus visit: 

• Discuss with students what they learned on their visit 

• Ask them to complete a post-visit evaluation 
o What did they like or dislike about their experience? 
o How did the campus visit meet or change their expectations? 
o Could they see themselves as a student on that campus? 

• Help them follow-up if they have additional questions or concerns 

• Evaluate the experience from your perspective as a counselor/teacher 

• Have students write thank you notes or emails to the people they met on the visit 

• Follow up with the campus liaison about visit experience 


