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COLLEGE ACCESS NEBRASKA
SUCCESSFUL COLLEGE ACCESS ACTIVITIES FROM
NEBRASKA HIGH SCHOOLS

This publication is produced every two years for Nebraska high schools.

ACTIVITY

COLLEGE ACCESS GRANTS
EducationQuest Foundation created the College Access Grants program to help Nebraska high schools develop
and enhance college access efforts. EducationQuest awards grants every two years, and schools are funded for
four years. Grant amounts range from $2,500 to $20,000 per year depending on the high school’s enrollment.
Since 2006, 131 College Access Grants totaling over $4.6 million have been awarded to 89 high schools.
The goal of the program is for recipient high schools to increase their college-going rate by 10 percentage
points over the four-year funding period.

IMPACTING THE STATE’S COLLEGE-GOING RATE
Nebraska’s college-going rate is 70.2 percent. This number has been relatively flat the last eight years. Still,
disparities in enrollment and educational attainment by income status, gender, and ethnicity highlight
the ever-present need to close these gaps and thus continue to raise our state’s college-going rate.
EducationQuest’s College Access Grants program is dedicated to this effort and is proud to partner with
Nebraska high schools.
Source: Nebraska’s Coordinating Commission for Postsecondary Education, 2019 Nebraska Higher Education Progress Report
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The goal of College Access Grants is for recipient high schools to increase their
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college-going rate by 10 percentage points over the four-year funding period.

ABOUT THIS PUBLICATION
College Access Nebraska highlights successful activities developed by Nebraska high schools that have received
an EducationQuest College Access Grant. We encourage your high school to adopt any of these activities to
help your students make college a reality

ACTIVITY

COLLEGE CAMPUS VISITS
COLLEGE ACCESS GRANT REQUIREMENT
Students will tour at least one Nebraska college or university
by December of the students’ senior year.

WHY THIS IS IMPORTANT
The White House identified college visits as a promising
practice to reach more low-income students and bridge the
income gap in college access. Campus visits, along with other
college preparation programs, will help increase the pool of
low-income students qualified for college.
Source: The Executive Office of the President. (2014). Increasing College
Opportunity for Low-Income Students: Promising Models and a Call to
Action

UNIQUE APPROACHES FROM NEBRASKA
HIGH SCHOOLS
WISNER-PILGER HIGH SCHOOL took a small group of students
to a college that has a focused agriculture program. A
teacher who attended the college went along providing
an insider’s perspective and a more specialized visit for the
students.
WOOD RIVER RURAL HIGH SCHOOL seeks out alumni when
they take students on a college visit and asks the former
students to give their perspective about life on that campus.
VERDIGRE HIGH SCHOOL hosted a “dusk-to-dawn” tour that
started at 5:30 a.m. and ended at 10 p.m. allowing students
to see four campuses in one day that typically are not easily
accessible.
COZAD HIGH SCHOOL uses campus visits as an incentive for
students to keep their grades up. Students with grades above
minimum requirements are eligible to attend campus tours
with their class.

EAST BUTLER HIGH SCHOOL students in grades 9-12 all
attend a college visit with their class on the same day. Over
the course of four years, students will have seen a community
college, private college, state college, and university.

3

identified college
visits as a promising
practice to reach
more low-income
students and bridge
the income gap in
college access.

EducationQuest.org

HAMPTON HIGH SCHOOL students keep a Google document
of all campus visits they attend over their four years of high
school. They record what they liked or disliked so that they
can reference it when going through the college selection
process.

The White House
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ACTIVITY

DUAL-CREDIT COURSES
COLLEGE ACCESS GRANT REQUIREMENT

Nebraska’s Access
College Early
Scholarship pays
tuition and fees for
low-income students
taking dual-enrollment
courses. More than
2,400 students
participated in 2017-18.
Data shows that 84%
of ACE scholars in
2016-17 enrolled in
college, significantly
above the state average.
Source: Nebraska’s Coordinating
Commission for Postsecondary
Education, Access College Early
Scholarship 2017-18 Year-End
Report

The high school must provide information to students about
dual-credit (sometimes referred to as dual-enrollment)
classes offered through the high school.

WHY THIS IS IMPORTANT
Middle-achieving high school students (whose grades
or assessment scores fall just short of college readiness
measures) not only can be successful in dual-enrollment
coursework, but also can reap substantial benefits from
program participation.
Source: Rethinking Dual Enrollment to Reach More Students. (May 2018).
Education Commission of the States

UNIQUE APPROACHES FROM NEBRASKA
HIGH SCHOOLS
SCOTTSBLUFF HIGH SCHOOL partners with the local
community college to provide dual-credit courses, and
provides transportation for courses offered on the
college campus.
VALENTINE HIGH SCHOOL has over 70 students enrolled
in at least one dual-enrollment course, and the school’s
foundation assists with tuition.
LAWRENCE-NELSON HIGH SCHOOL reported that last year,
100% of their seniors were enrolled in dual-credit classes.
Classes are offered online, at the school, and through
NCAPS (Nebraska Center for Advanced Professional Studies).

College Access Nebraska

LAKEVIEW COMMUNITY SCHOOLS invited a local
community college representative to discuss dual-credit
opportunities with all sophomores. A representative was
also available during junior and senior registration for those
interested in enrolling.

3

KEARNEY HIGH SCHOOL promotes early college and dualcredit offerings through their career readiness guidebook.
Students qualify for two blocks off if they are pursuing
early college or off-site dual-credit classes, and can also take
online classes.
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COLLEGE ACCESS GRANT REQUIREMENT

Private and employer
grants (which includes

Students must conduct a scholarship search during both their
junior and senior years of high school.

scholarships) accounted

WHY THIS IS IMPORTANT

undergraduate student aid

By providing sufficient scholarship assistance, we can enable
greater success in college for deserving students who want to
graduate and give back to society. The support that students
receive from their own community instills a greater sense of
belonging – and motivation – to make it through their higher
education.

ACTIVITY

SCHOLARSHIP SEARCHES

for 7% of the total
in the US in the 2018-19
academic year.
Source: Trends in Student Aid 2019.
College Board (November 2019)

Source: Here’s Why Scholarships are More Important than Ever; Scholarship
America (April 10, 2019)

UNIQUE APPROACHES FROM NEBRASKA
HIGH SCHOOLS
GIBBON HIGH SCHOOL developed a “passport program” in
which students get their passport stamped every time they
complete a college-prep step including a scholarship search.
When passports are complete, students receive a t-shirt and
are included in a drawing for a scholarship.
YORK HIGH SCHOOL adopted a college-going culture
through increased parent engagement, dual credit, and
career academy opportunities. As a result, students are
completing more scholarship applications and have earned
four times the number of scholarships they did four
years ago.
HUMBOLDT-TABLE ROCK-STEINAUER HIGH SCHOOL
juniors research scholarships via ScholarshipQuest, and
review career-based and local scholarships to prepare
for the application process during their senior year.
SCHUYLER CENTRAL HIGH SCHOOL seniors received a
scholarship presentation during their English class to get the
information and tools they need to apply for national, state,
and local scholarships.

SANDY CREEK HIGH SCHOOL students used their
Apply2College day to complete college applications, update
their resumes, and submit scholarship applications.
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OMAHA NORTHWEST HIGH SCHOOL seniors were invited
to “college office hours” where they completed scholarship
applications and tracked their progress on the application
process.
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ACTIVITY

COLLEGE APPLICATIONS
COLLEGE ACCESS GRANT REQUIREMENT

179 Nebraska high
schools participated in

Students must complete at least one college application
during the fall of their senior year.

EducationQuest’s 2019

WHY THIS IS IMPORTANT

Apply2College program.
Of the 121 schools that
reported results, 6,131
seniors submitted 9,566
applications to
111 colleges.

Students tend to submit too few college applications and do
not apply to enough “reach” and “match” colleges. Barriers
may be procedural, geographical, cultural, informational, or
financial. Potential solutions include programs that alter the
usual application processes, outreach by colleges, promoting
application fee waivers, and improving college counseling.
Source: A Review of the Role of College Application on Student’s
Postsecondary Outcomes (October 2014). The College Board

UNIQUE APPROACHES FROM NEBRASKA
HIGH SCHOOLS
SUMNER-EDDYVILLE-MILLER PUBLIC SCHOOL teachers
wore their alma mater shirts at school and talked about
their college experience. This prepared students for
Apply2College day and encouraged them to apply to 47
different colleges.
CEDAR BLUFFS HIGH SCHOOL seniors enjoyed lunch during
their Apply2College day, completed college applications,
had their pictures taken in a photo booth, and started
working on their FAFSAs.
OMAHA BURKE HIGH SCHOOL hosted an Apply2College
day during which they gave participating students a college
access t-shirt. Now, when counselors “catch” students
wearing the shirt at school they give them a piece of candy.

College Access Nebraska

BEATRICE HIGH SCHOOL seniors have their photo taken
in front of a green screen during Apply2College day. The
picture is then superimposed on the college campus they
applied to so students can see themselves on campus.
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MALCOLM JUNIOR/SENIOR HIGH SCHOOL students meet in
the morning to apply to colleges and then learn more about
the FAFSA from an EducationQuest representative.
STERLING HIGH SCHOOL seniors rang a bell after
completing a college application. They were each
applauded, and then decorated a cookie and pennant to
represent their college choice.
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COLLEGE ACCESS GRANT REQUIREMENT
Students must attend a Financial Aid Presentation, preferably
with a family member or guardian, before November of their
senior year.

WHY THIS IS IMPORTANT
“While financial aid use is widespread, it is not ubiquitous.
Three quarters of families filed the Free Application for
Federal Student Aid (FAFSA), but gaps in awareness persist.
Fewer than one in five families said they researched financial
aid eligibility early in the college planning process. Among
families who received a financial aid award offer, one in five
didn’t feel confident they understood it. One-fifth of families
do not feel confident in the decisions they made about how
to pay for college.”

ACTIVITY

FINANCIAL AID PROGRAMS

Nearly 13,000 students
received Nebraska
Opportunity Awards
in 2017-18 – but over
23,000 students
qualified for grants and
did not receive them
due to lack of funds.
Source: Unmet Financial Need,
Nebraska Opportunity Grant (NOG)
fact sheet, Nebraska’s Coordinating
Commission for Postsecondary
Education (February 2019)

Source: How America Pays for College: Sallie Mae’s national study of college
students and parents (2019)

UNIQUE APPROACHES FROM NEBRASKA
HIGH SCHOOLS
LINCOLN NORTHEAST HIGH SCHOOL hosted a Financial Aid
Program dinner in their media center with EducationQuest
staff. After the program, parents received help completing
the FAFSA.
AUBURN HIGH SCHOOL hosted an evening Financial Aid
Program for parents as part of the school’s “college week”
activities.
DESHLER JUNIOR/SENIOR HIGH SCHOOL hosted a Financial
Aid Program during their Apply2College day where students
learned about the FAFSA and created their FSA IDs.
WHEELER CENTRAL HIGH SCHOOL invited EducationQuest
to meet with all juniors and seniors to discuss how to pay for
college. All students in those grades attended the session.
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FALLS CITY HIGH SCHOOL engaged EducationQuest to
present a Financial Aid Program to all seniors, followed by a
lunch session for parents. Students were invited to attend the
lunch with their parents.
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ACTIVITY

More than 16,300

COMPLETING THE FAFSA

FAFSAs were

COLLEGE ACCESS GRANT REQUIREMENT

submitted by
Nebraska high school
students during the
2018-2019 cycle.

Students and parents need to complete the Free Application
for Federal Student Aid (FAFSA), or EducationQuest’s
College Funding Estimator, sometime between October 1
and before March 1 of the senior year.

WHY THIS IS IMPORTANT
Source: FAFSA Completion by
High School and Public School
District; Federal Student Aid;
U.S. Department of Education

FAFSA completion is strongly associated with postsecondary
enrollment: 90 percent of high school seniors who complete
the FAFSA attend college directly from high school,
compared to just 55 percent of FAFSA noncompleters.
Source: Why Invest in Increasing FAFSA Completion? National College
Access Network. Retrieved November 14, 2019 from collegeaccess.org/page/
WhyInvestFAFSA

UNIQUE APPROACHES FROM NEBRASKA
HIGH SCHOOLS
OMAHA BRYAN HIGH SCHOOL hosted a Saturday family
event where over 100 parents learned about financial aid
and had the chance to fill out their FAFSA.
CHADRON HIGH SCHOOL uses a punch card system for
college access activities, including filing the FAFSA. After
the punch card is complete, the senior receives a t-shirt. The
punch card has proven to be a motivator for students to
complete required paperwork.
MCCOOK HIGH SCHOOL hosted three days of FAFSA
completion with assistance from EducationQuest staff.
Over 40 families completed the FAFSA.
MINATARE HIGH SCHOOL provided a chili and cinnamon
roll dinner for parents and students who attended a FAFSA
completion workshop – 100% of the senior class completed
the FAFSA by the end of the school year.

College Access Nebraska

PENDER HIGH SCHOOL uses data from Nebraska’s FAFSA
Completion Initiative to monitor students’ progress, the
school counselor then offers assistance to students selected
for verification.
SOUTHERN JR-SR HIGH SCHOOL filmed the FAFSA
workshops for those parents unable to attend the event due
to busy schedules.
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ACTIVITY

COLLEGE FAIRS OR
EDUCATIONAL PLANNING
PROGRAMS
COLLEGE ACCESS GRANT REQUIREMENT
Students must attend an EducationQuest College Fair or a
Nebraska Association of Collegiate Registrars and Admissions
Officers sanctioned Educational Planning Program (EPP) by
October of the students’ senior year.

WHY THIS IS IMPORTANT

More than 16,000 people
attended a College Fair or
EPP in 2019.

Forty-three percent of high schools seniors surveyed said the
college fair changed their mind about colleges that were
not already in their top choices. College fairs provide an
opportunity for colleges to expose their schools to students
and for students to explore and engage.
Source: Has the Impact of College Fairs Changed? New Cappex study
explores student views. (July 2013). Retrieved from Cappex.com

UNIQUE APPROACHES FROM NEBRASKA
HIGH SCHOOLS
THAYER CENTRAL HIGH SCHOOL students completed a bingo
card at the college fair to help foster communication with
college representatives. When the bingo cards were full, the
students were entered into a drawing.
GORDON-RUSHVILLE HIGH SCHOOL seniors attended an
EPP on a college campus, and went on a campus tour. Even
though many had already been on campus, this experience
helped them learn something new.
OAKLAND-CRAIG JR-SR HIGH SCHOOL juniors attended
an EPP and completed a questionnaire that helped them
compare colleges and provided guidance to questions they
should ask while talking to college representatives.
JOHNSON COUNTY CENTRAL HIGH SCHOOL students
attended an EPP and asked similar questions to each college
representative. They could then compare and contrast each
school before deciding where to apply to college.
EducationQuest.org

CRAWFORD HIGH SCHOOL sophomores attended an EPP
hosted on a state college campus. This gave them an
opportunity to speak with college representatives and
experience a college campus.
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ACTIVITY

The Nebraska
Department of
Education identified
family engagement
as an essential area
of focus in its new
Accountability for
a Quality Education
System, Today and
Tomorrow (AQuESTT).
Source: Nebraska Department
of Education, Family and
Community Engagement
website [www.education.ne.gov/
family]

FAMILY ENGAGEMENT
COLLEGE ACCESS GRANT REQUIREMENT
High schools must provide a meeting for families of 9th
and 10th grade students that includes information about
careers, importance of academics, and financial aid.

WHY THIS IS IMPORTANT
Minority, low-income, and first-generation families tend to
be less familiar with how to access and prepare for higher
education. They are also sometimes unaware of how to
foster critical developmental processes – such as identity
development, motivation and goal setting – that will help
their adolescents succeed in college.
Source: Helping Families Pave the Path to College: Supporting the
Development Process that Facilitates College Readiness. Savitz-Romer,
Mandy & Bouffard, Suzanne, Harvard Education Press (2012)

UNIQUE APPROACHES FROM NEBRASKA
HIGH SCHOOLS
RALSTON HIGH SCHOOL successfully deployed the Families
in Schools Transition to College program. They consistently
had 20-30 families who completed the six-session program
each semester.
OMAHA CENTRAL HIGH SCHOOL hosted a family night
for parents of freshmen and sophomores. They provided a
meal during which school counselors and EducationQuest
discussed college planning and financial aid.
LEXINGTON HIGH SCHOOL partnered with their local Tyson
plant to meet with their students’ parents. Tyson supports
these meetings by providing lunch for their employees so
they can meet with school counselors to learn about the
college-going process.

College Access Nebraska

WAVERLY HIGH SCHOOL hosted an event for parents of
freshmen and sophomores. During this meeting, they
discussed guidance curriculum, focused on student growth,
and learned how to help their student find the right fit
after high school.
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YUTAN HIGH SCHOOL parents are invited on college visits
as chaperones. Those same parents often become more
engaged in the college-going process for their child.
MADISON HIGH SCHOOL hosted a night for parents with
students in grades 9 and 10. Over 40 percent of parents
attended the event that was offered in both English and
Spanish.

ACTIVITY

BUSINESS AND COMMUNITY
PARTNERSHIPS
COLLEGE ACCESS GRANT REQUIREMENT
The high school will develop local/regional business
partnerships that will result in a 10% cash or in-kind match.

WHY THIS IS IMPORTANT
Partnerships between education and business consistently
show value in communities across the nation. They can:
• Provide work-based learning experiences and 			
strengthen career awareness
• Help schools build college and career cultures that 		
empower students
• Help educators align curriculum and readiness 			
standards with business needs
• Provide funding and equipment to modernize 			
classrooms, workspaces, and labs
• Help youth build relationships with strong role models 		
and mentors
• Provide financial guidance and advice that lessens 		
affordability as a barrier to college
Source: College Summit, Business Engagement in Education: Key Partners
for Improving

UNIQUE APPROACHES FROM NEBRASKA
HIGH SCHOOLS
FAIRBURY JR-SR HIGH SCHOOL seniors are required to set up
job shadowing with community members in order to gain
career exposure.
MILFORD HIGH SCHOOL hosted a career day featuring 26
presenters from the community. Students rotated through
interactive sessions conducted by community members.
MILLARD SOUTH HIGH SCHOOL partnered with an alumnus
who owns a marketing firm. They worked together to brand
their college access programming to attract students to the
activities and keep them engaged.

“No other investment
yields as great a return
as the investment
in education. An
educated workforce
is the foundation of
every community and
the future of every
economy.”
– Brad Henry

EducationQuest.org

PAWNEE CITY HIGH SCHOOL arranged for students to make
campus visits and tour businesses on the same day. Students
learned about the jobs (and associated majors) needed at
each business.
PLATTSMOUTH HIGH SCHOOL hosted career speakers over
a six-week period. Community members talked to students
about their careers and the education required. Each speaker
spoke to two different groups for 30 minutes.
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About EducationQuest Foundation
EducationQuest Foundation is a nonprofit organization with a mission to improve access to higher
education in Nebraska. Headquartered in Lincoln, EducationQuest provides free college planning
services, need-based scholarship programs, college access grants for high schools, college access
resources for middle schools, and outreach services for community agencies.
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