
 
Career Splat 

Students will use clues to identify careers and learn the type of degree needed for each career. 
 
Materials Needed 
 

● Two one-foot pool noodles or two fly swatters 
● Career Splat Slides 

 
Instructions 

1. Divide students into two teams.  
 

2. Explain that one student from each team will come to the board, where the slides are projected, and 
hold a pool noodle or a fly swatter. Read a job description (see the next pages in this document) and 
instruct the students to use appropriate force to “swat” the career being described on the screen.  

a. If the student guesses the correct career, their team gets a point.  
b. If a student swats the wrong answer, the other player can guess. If correct, that team earns the 

point.  
c. If neither player gets it right the first time, they can ask their team for help, but neither team 

earns the point.  
 

3. Once the correct career is identified, the winning student can choose to identify the type of education 
needed for that specific career:  

● A two-year associate’s degree earned at a community college.  
● A four-year bachelor’s degree earned at a college/university. 

 
If the student doesn’t want to guess, they can “pass,” and the student on the other team must guess. 
Points are recorded as described on the slide:  

a. If the correct degree is identified, the team gets a point.  
b. If incorrect, their team loses a point. 

 
Before moving forward, ask students to name examples of two- and four-year colleges near your 
geographic area.  

 
4. Once the degree has been identified and points have been assigned, move to the next slide. 

a. Show information about the individual career: education needed, entry salary, colleges in 
Nebraska that offer this career pathway, and the corresponding career field.  

b. Identify the career field by the background color on the slide and match it with the career wheel. 
c. Indicate whether your school offers specific classes for that career.  

 
5. Move to the next set of slides and continue the activity with two new students until you’ve explored all 

the careers.  
 

 

Clues begin here, and continue on the next page: 

Soil and Plant Scientist: I love the outdoors. I study dirt and crops to help farmers grow healthy 
plants and protect the environment. 

https://educationquest.org/professionals/career-splat/


Computer Programmer: I speak the language of computers! I write code to create software, video 
games, and apps you use every day. 

Welder: I wear a heavy protective mask and use intense heat to melt and join metal pieces together 
to build structures like bridges, ships, and cars. 

Physical Therapist Assistant: If you are injured while playing sports, I am the person who helps you 
heal through exercise and strength-building. 

Probation Officer: I work in the legal system, helping people who are punished for a crime. I check 
in on my clients to ensure they are making good choices and staying on track with their individual 
plan. 

Loan Officer: When someone wants to buy a house or a car, or start a business and needs financial 
help, they come to me at the bank to borrow money. 

Agricultural Technician: I work on farms and in labs, assisting scientists with testing and research 
on animal and plant growth to help farmers produce the food we buy at the grocery store. 

Database Administrator: I am the ultimate digital organizer. I set up and protect massive computer 
systems that companies use to store important data so it isn’t lost or hacked. 

Construction Manager: I am the boss of the building site! I review blueprints, hire workers, and 
ensure houses, schools, and skyscrapers are built safely and on time. 

Clinical Laboratory Technologist: I am a medical detective. I work behind the scenes in a hospital 
lab, testing blood and fluid samples under a microscope to find out why a patient is sick. 

Special Education Teacher: I adapt lessons and use creative learning tools to ensure students with 
diverse learning needs and disabilities can succeed in school. 

Accountant: I love numbers and math. Companies hire me to keep track of their finances, pay their 
taxes correctly, and ensure their budgets add up. 

Food Scientist: I get to play with food for a living! I study and adjust the ingredients in snacks and 
meals to help them look and taste good, stay fresh, and be safe to eat. 

News Analyst: I stay up to date on events around the world and explain them in an easy-to-
understand way on TV, radio, or online. 

Chemical Technician: I wear a lab coat and safety goggles while I help scientists mix ingredients, 
run experiments, and test new products such as makeup, medicines, and cleaners. 

Respiratory Therapist: I am a healthcare worker who focuses entirely on helping people breathe, 
especially patients with asthma or lung conditions. 

Paralegal / Legal Assistant: I am a lawyer’s right-hand helper. I research laws, organize files, and 
prepare all the paperwork needed for big court cases. 

Advertising and Promotion Manager: I am the creative mind behind commercials and billboards. I 
find fun and exciting ways to persuade people to buy a new product. 


