
Working with partners to help Nebraska students access college.

Fall/Winter 2008

EducationQuest.org

Working with partners to help Nebraska students access college.EducationQuest.org

I N S I D E

President’s Message  pg. 2

Hall of Fame  pg. 3

College Access  
   Symposium pgs. 4-5

Look2College  pg. 6

Big Red Stars  pg. 6

Mentor of the Year   pg. 7

8th Grade Campus  
 Visit Grants  pg. 7

Scholarship Winners  pg. 8

Apply2College  pg. 8

Flowers, Haith inducted into 
EducationQuest Hall of Fame

E

2016 College Access Symposium

Dr. Tim Hodges from Gallup was the 
featured speaker. See pages 4-5 for 
more highlights and photos!

          ducationQuest launched a new Hall of Fame program this spring to honor 

recipients of our programs and services who have gone on to achieve success and 

serve as an inspiration for others. The first two inductees are Stacey Flowers and 

Rick Haith − both alumni of our Reaching Your Potential Scholarship Program. 

Read about Stacey’s and Rick’s accomplishments – and about other college access 

efforts – in this issue of Aspire.

Spring/Summer 2016

EducationQuest Hall of Fame inductees Stacey Flowers and Rick Haith were honored at the March 31 College 
Access Symposium.
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Liz S. Koop
President & CEO
EducationQuest Foundation

When it comes to college access efforts, 
you don’t have to reinvent the wheel

On March 31, I was pleased to see many of you at 
EducationQuest’s College Access Symposium in Lincoln.  
During this remarkable day, high school, middle school  
and community agency professionals heard from their peers 
about successful college access strategies happening at schools and organizations 
across the state.

Many of the strategies are included in our College Access Nebraska publication. Here are 
some highlights:

Omaha South High School counselors worked with area colleges to coordinate 
spring campus visits in a format similar to new-student orientation. This allowed 
students to become familiar with upcoming college programs and tour key 
locations on campus.

Diller-Odell High School coordinated “Scholarship Saturdays” providing 
uninterrupted time to work with students. The activity fostered peer-learning 
sessions which garnered great success for their senior class. In the class of 2015, 17 
students were offered more than a half-million dollars in scholarships!

McCook High School created a “Spanish Family Assistance” program. The evening 
event was hosted by a local Latino church and translators were provided. Students 
and their families received information on how to file the FAFSA.

Alliance High School offered evening ACT prep sessions for a month leading up to 
the December test dates. A faculty member from each of the core academic areas 
provided subject-specific test preparation and a general test review session.

To learn about other great college access efforts happening across Nebraska, I invite you 
to review College Access Nebraska. You’ll find it under “College Access Grants” in the 
Professionals section at EducationQuest.org.

By reviewing these efforts, you’ll discover that you don’t have to “reinvent the wheel” 
at your school or organization. The organizers of these efforts are happy to share their 
strategies. EducationQuest is also here to help. 

Thank you for everything you do to help students make college possible!
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EducationQuest Hall of Fame
Introducing the

EducationQuest is pleased to announce the first two 
inductees into its new Hall of Fame program. They 
are Stacey Flowers and Rick Haith, both alumni of 
our Reaching Your Potential Scholarship Program.

Stacey and Rick were honored at EducationQuest’s 
College Access Symposium March 31 in Lincoln.

They were selected for achieving success after 
overcoming tremendous obstacles – and for serving 
as an inspiration for others.

EducationQuest developed the Hall of Fame 
program in 2016 to honor recipients of our 
programs and services who have gone on to 
achieve success and inspire others.

EducationQuest will select Hall of Fame inductees 
annually and will honor them at the biennial  
College Access Symposium.

Stacey Flowers, a spring 2003 Reaching Your 
Potential recipient, planned to drop out of high 
school when she became pregnant. Instead, her 
school counselor and other caring adults propelled 
her to the College of St. Mary where she could go 
to school and care for her child. 

Stacey graduated in 2007 and then achieved a 
master’s degree from Loyola University in 2011. 

Today, Stacey is an international speaker, business 
strategist and author who inspires people to live 
happy. 

Rick Haith, a fall 2005 Reaching Your 
Potential recipient, overcame obstacles that 
included drug abuse and a car accident that took 
his friend’s life and left him paralyzed. 

Rick earned an associate’s degree from Southeast 
Community College in 2006 and bachelor’s degree 
from the University of Nebraska at Omaha in 2009.

Today, Rick is a recreational therapist and adaptive 
sports coordinator at Madonna Rehabilitation 
Hospital. 

In these roles, he has inspired patients to pursue 
college post injury, and to participate in adaptive 
sports despite their limitations. 

Stacey Flowers Rick Haith



EducationQuest Director of College Planning Les Monroe gave details about this 
year’s Apply2College campaign.

Dr. Tim Hodges from Gallup shared research that can help students succeed.

Stuart Lenz from North Platte High School (left) and Jason Leimbach from 
Lincoln North Star High School were among the 250 attendees.

54

N           early 250 middle school, high school and 
community agency professionals from across the state 
learned college access strategies for their students and 
clients during EducationQuest’s College Access 
Symposium March 31 in Lincoln. 

Dr. Tim Hodges, Director of Research for Gallup, kicked 
off the day by sharing with attendees lessons learned 
from Gallup’s research on success in education and 
beyond – research that can lead to great students, great 
schools, great jobs and great lives. 

“Let’s shift from what’s wrong to what’s strong,” 
Hodges emphasized. “We need to discover and develop 
each student’s unique talents and build an academic and 
employment success plan around their strengths.”

The Symposium featured 15 breakout sessions on topics 
such as All Things FAFSA, Hot Jobs in Nebraska, How to 
Track Your Grads, and Middle Level ‘Round the 
Campfire.

During the Symposium luncheon, EducationQuest 
unveiled its new Hall of Fame program and introduced 
the first two inductees, Stacey Flowers and Rick Haith.

Flowers, an international speaker, business strategist and 
author, then presented on the topic: “Happy to Lead: 
Achieving Excellence in Challenging Times.”

EducationQuest conducts the College Access Symposium 
every two years in conjunction with the awarding of 
College Access Grants to Nebraska high schools. The event 
featured a session for high schools interested in applying 
for a grant this spring. 

To learn more about the College Access Grants program, 
see the Professionals section at EducationQuest.org.

college access strategies
Symposium attendees learn



Lucky attendees at this session enjoyed s’mores!

Stacey Flowers provided inspiration during 
her luncheon presentation. 
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Planning to apply for a  
COLLEGE ACCESS GRANT?

If your high school plans to apply for a 2016 
EducationQuest College Access Grant, please be 
reminded that the deadline to submit your 
application is June 10, 2016. Find details in the 
Professionals section at EducationQuest.org.

“We need to discover and develop 

  each student’s unique talents and 

  build an academic and employment  

  success plan around their strengths.”
                      Dr. Tim Hodges, Director of Research for Gallup

Kevin Halle from Wayne State College  
encouraged high school counselors to  
participate in the Nebraska on Wheels program.

EducationQuest Assistant Vice President 
Eric Drumheller gave details about  
College Access Grants.

EducationQuest President Liz Koop 
welcomed attendees.

Above and Below: The Symposium gave attendees the chance to 
network and catch up.
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Eighth graders from across Nebraska were honored by the 
University of Nebraska-Lincoln as Big Red Stars during an April 28 
event in Lincoln.

EducationQuest College Access Manager Kristin Ageton and UNL 
senior DeWayne Taylor kicked off the event with a KnowHow2GO 
session that demonstrated four steps the students should follow to 
prepare for college.

Following the KH2GO session, students were honored during a 
recognition and awards ceremony hosted by UNL.

BIG RED STARS

EducationQuest College Access Manager Kristin 
Ageton teamed up with UNL senior DeWayne Taylor 
to help eighth graders KnowHow2GO to college during 
the Big Red Stars event.

New Program Will Target 
6th Grade Students

          ducationQuest has created a new program for 
6th graders called Look2College. The program provides 
students with an early exploration of careers and college, 
and asks them to consider three things:

 • What do you want to be?

 • How will you get there?

 • How you can invest in yourself.

This spring, counselors at five middle schools piloted the 
program. They are Valerie Bergo, Irving Middle School, 
Lincoln; Roger Doud, York Middle School; Angie Drahota, 
Ravenna Jr-Sr High School; Kirk Ramsey, Barr Middle 
School, Grand Island; and Thang Tran, King Science & 
Technology Magnet School, Omaha.

This fall, EducationQuest will expand Look2College 
statewide.

EducationQuest developed Look2College based on 
feedback from a FY15 Middle School Ad Hoc Advisory 
Group to share input on middle school programs and 
services offered by EducationQuest. 

KnowHow2GO to College!

If you have questions, contact Kristin Ageton, 
EducationQuest College Access Manager, at 
KristinA@educationquest.org or 800.303.3745, 
ext. 6745.
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Eighth grade students at 36 Nebraska schools went on 
campus visits this school year through funding from an 
8th Grade Campus Visit Grant awarded by 
EducationQuest.

Grant Funds 
Campus Visits for 8th graders 

Brian Kress (left), a student at Metropolitan Community College, with 
Mentor of the Year Marty Martinez.

These eighth graders participated in an activity during a grant-funded 
campus visit.

Marty Martinez named 
MENTOR of the YEAR

Marty exemplifies what this award stands 

for. He is known for giving everything 

he has so his students will have the best 

chance possible to succeed.”
                                                                 Brian Kress

”

In honor of National Mentoring Month in January, 
EducationQuest awarded the Reaching Your Potential 
Mentor of the Year Award to Marty Martinez, TRIO 
Academic Advisor at Metropolitan Community 
College. Marty was nominated by Reaching Your 
Potential Scholarship recipient Brian Kress who studies 
Human Services at Metro.

Here’s an excerpt from Brian’s nomination:

“Marty exemplifies what this award stands for. He is 
known for giving everything he has so his students will 
have the best chance possible to succeed. Marty has 
brought out the best in me and I would not be the 4.0 
GPA student I am today if it was not for his direction 
and help.  People like Marty Martinez are the unseen 
heroes of the world.”  

As Mentor of the Year, Marty received a $100 gift 
card. Brian received a $50 gift card for his winning 
nomination.

The recipient schools are:

Alfonza W. Davis Middle School    
  (Omaha)

Bancroft-Rosalie Community Schools

Beatrice Middle School

Beveridge Magnet Middle School 
  (Omaha)

Columbus Middle School

Deshler Public Schools

DC West Middle School (Waterloo)

Fairbury Jr/Sr High School

Falls City Middle School

Fremont Middle School

Goodrich Middle School (Lincoln)

Gordon – Rushville Middle School

Heartland Community Schools

Johnson County Central Middle  
   School (Cook)

Lewis and Clark Middle School  
   (Omaha)

Lewiston Consolidated Schools

Maywood Public Schools

McCool Junction Public Schools

Minatare Jr/Sr High School

Morton Magnet Middle School 
   (Omaha)

Niobrara Public School

Norris Middle School

Oakland-Craig Public Schools

Ralston Middle School

Schoo Middle School (Lincoln)

Schuyler Middle School

South Sioux City Middle School

St. Teresa’s School (Lincoln)

Sutton Public Schools

Verdigre Public Schools

Walthill Public School

Wayne Community Schools

West Point-Beemer Jr/Sr High School

Wisner-Pilger Jr/Sr High School

Wood River Rural High School

York Middle School
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In February, three Nebraska high school students 
were selected as winners of EducationQuest’s $500 
Financial Aid Program Scholarship. Connor Kramer Alissa Vasquez Cody Weaver

Completing a college application can be daunting for 
students – especially those from low-income and first-
generation families.

That’s why EducationQuest will once again sponsor 
Apply2College, a statewide campaign during which 
Nebraska high schools conduct college application events 
during the school day to help seniors with the application 
process. 

The official campaign dates are October 3-14, 2016. 
High schools can pick a day(s) within this time frame to 
conduct an event. They may also hold an event any time 
during September or October but may miss out on some 
promotion efforts.

EducationQuest encourages high  
schools to register for the campaign by  
June 3, 2016. The registration form and details are available 
in the Professionals section at EducationQuest.org.

Last year, 154 Nebraska high schools participated in 
the campaign and EducationQuest hopes to increase that 
number this year. 

If you have questions, contact Les Monroe, Director 
of College Planning, at lesm@educationquest.org or 
800.303.3745, ext. 6989.

Apply2College Campaign set for this fall

Financial Aid Program
Scholarship Winners  

Cody Weaver, a senior at St. Patrick High School in North Platte, Alissa Vasquez, a senior at Central City High School, 
and Connor Kramer, a senior at Battle Creek High School were among over 1,400 students who registered for the 
scholarship when attending an EducationQuest Financial Aid Program. 

EducationQuest conducted a drawing to select three winners from those who registered.


