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College Access Strategies
School, college and agency professionals from across the state gathered in
Lincoln April 12 for a College Access Symposium during which they shared and
learned strategies designed to help more Nebraska students pursue education
beyond high school. Read this issue of Aspire to learn more about the Symposium
and other college access efforts.

EducationQuest Foundation was
formed in April 1998. Read more
about our history on page 3.
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EducationQuest Vice President Eric Drumheller and President Liz Koop pose with Kim Cook (center),
Executive Director of the National College Access Network.
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FROM OUR PRESIDENT
Published biannually by
EducationQuest Foundation
for education leaders in Nebraska.
Liz S. Koop
President and CEO

On April 12, I was pleased to join many of you at EducationQuest’s College Access
Symposium. In addition to learning about innovative college access strategies
happening across the state, attendees also heard from keynote speakers Chuck
Schroeder, founding executive director of the Rural Futures Institute and Kim
Cook, executive director of the National College Access Network.
Mr. Schroeder opened the Symposium by talking about the importance of
preparing students for an unimagined future. He asked attendees “What future
do we want to create?” The answer, he said, lies in developing future-focused,
hopeful leaders for generations to come.
Ms. Cook spoke about the importance of addressing the college attainment gap.
She pointed out that while Nebraska’s high school class of 2015 had an overall 65
percent fall enrollment rate, only 57.5 percent of low-income high school
graduates continued on to college as compared to 77.8 percent of non-lowincome grads.”
Cook applauded efforts in Nebraska to address the gap including the
Apply2College campaign, use of the National Student Loan Clearinghouse, FAFSA
efforts including Form Your Future and the FAFSA Completion Initiative, and
EducationQuest’s Look2College program for 6th graders.
Another highlight of the day was the introduction of the Families in Schools (FIS)
Transition to College parent-engagement curriculum. This California-based
initiative will return to Nebraska August 2-3 to conduct curriculum training for
high school counselors. EducationQuest is excited to host the training and has
sent registration information to counselors.
Mostly, it was gratifying to see over 230 middle school, high school, college, and
agency professionals excited and engaged as they shared and learned about new
ways to make college possible for their students. Please be assured that
EducationQuest is always here to support your efforts.

Daphne Hall
Senior Vice President
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Mike Timmins
Senior Vice President
Fiscal Operations
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Vice President
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Editor
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EducationQuest Foundation was formed
April 1, 1998, marking 20 years of programs
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and services that have helped thousands of Nebraska
students access higher education. Our free college planning
services actually date back to 1986 when they were funded
by NEBHELP and NSLP.
When EducationQuest was formed in 1998, an endowment
allowed us to expand our programs to include need-based
scholarships, college access grants for high schools, college
access resources for middle schools, and outreach services for
community agencies. And, of course, we continue to provide
free college planning services statewide.
Thanks to all of you for supporting EducationQuest’s mission
to improve access to higher education in Nebraska. We look
forward to serving students and families for years to come!

Registration Open for 2018

Apply2College Campaign

Nebraska’s 2018
Apply2College Campaign is October 1-31
EducationQuest encourages all Nebraska high schools to join in the
effort to help seniors complete college applications. Campaign
details and a registration link are available in the Professionals
section at EducationQuest.org.
Last year, 204 of Nebraska’s 310 high schools held college application
events. Their efforts helped 7,518 seniors complete 12,004
applications.

Apply2College is part of the American College Application
Campaign (ACAC) in which all 50 states participate. ACAC Director
Melissa Caperton recently gave a shout-out to all the counselors and
college advisers in Nebraska who have helped organize events at
their schools.
“By conducting an Apply2College event at your school, you are
providing support to students who otherwise may not go to college
because one step of the process intimidated, confused, or otherwise
stopped them,” she said. “I’d love to challenge Nebraska to see 100
percent participation from all 310 high schools. You’d be one of the
first states to reach 100 percent!”
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Melissa Caperton, director of the American College
Application Campaign, has challenged all 310
Nebraska high schools to participate in the 2018
Apply2College Campaign.

Symposium attendees learn

Over 230 middle school, high school, community
agency, and college professionals from across the
state learned college access strategies during
EducationQuest’s College Access Symposium held
April 12 in Lincoln.
The Symposium featured 16 breakout sessions on
topics such as Fostering Leadership Skills in Students,
Preparing Middle-Income Families to Pay for College,
Engaging Parents in the Transition from High School
to College, Middle School College Access
Programming at its Best, and Hot Jobs in Nebraska.
The event also featured a College Access Expo during
which 14 organizations showcased their free college
access resources.

Liz Koop, EducationQuest President and CEO, welcomes attendees to the
College Access Symposium.

Highlighting the event were keynote speakers Chuck
Schroeder, founding executive director of the Rural
Futures Institute and Kim Cook, executive director of
the National College Access Network.
EducationQuest conducts the College Access
Symposium every two years in conjunction with the
awarding of College Access Grants to Nebraska high
schools. The event included a session for
representatives from high schools interested in
applying for a grant this spring.

Attendees listen in to one of the many sessions offered at the Symposium.

Planning to apply for a
College Access Grant?
The deadline to apply is June 11. Find
details in the Professionals section at
EducationQuest.org.

Left to right: Sherry Smith-Hampton, Trainer/Consultant, Families In Schools
from California; and Daphne Hall, EducationQuest Senior Vice President.
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college access strategies

Luis Sotelo, Chief Diversity Officer at Doane University, shares tips on helping students write quality scholarship essays during a breakout session.

Phil Covington from the University of Nebraska Medical Center was one of 14
participants in the College Access Expo.

Attendees enjoyed talking college access at the College Access Expo.

EducationQuest staff members got in on the fun.
Victor Garcia, Wynter Davis, and Kim Brown.

This fun crew was part of a panel discussion during which they talked about their transition from high school
to college.
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EducationQuest honors

2018 HALL OF FAME Inductees
EducationQuest’s 2018 Hall of Fame inductees are the TRIO Project
Achieve program at the University of Nebraska at Omaha (UNO)
and Mel Clancy, retired director of Project Achieve.

About Project Achieve
Project Achieve is a federally-funded Student Support Services
program that serves 160 UNO students who are first-generation,
low-income, and/or are students with disabilities. The program’s
services help students become efficient and independent learners
and thus succeed in college.
During 2016-17, over half of the program’s students earned a 3.0
GPA or higher – and over half participated in community service
opportunities. Project Achieve also exceeds federal TRIO program
goals in that nearly 90 percent of students persisted to the next
academic year, 94 percent have stayed in good academic standing;
and 61 percent graduated within six years.
Seventy of EducationQuest’s Reaching Your Potential scholarship
recipients were referred by Project Achieve.

“I know our scholarship recipients who were
referred by Project Achieve are in good hands
and are part of a great support system on
campus. The entire team is compassionate
and they truly care about their students.”
Lisa Mueller
EducationQuest Director of Scholarships

About Mel Clancy
Mel joined the University of Nebraska
at Omaha in 2005 as director of TRIO
Project Achieve after retiring from
Omaha Public Schools where he had
served as a teacher, principal, and
director of elementary education. Mel
worked hard every day to serve UNO’s
number one strategic goal – to be
student centered.
EducationQuest Outreach Services
Manager Brad Brown, who worked
closely with Mel and Project Achieve
said, “Mel always had a passion to
serve the needs of students and inspire
creativity, create opportunity, and
teach them to think for themselves.
Over the years I saw him interact with
students and staff and I can say without
hesitation, he cares about Project
Achieve’s mission but more than that,
he cares about the people in it and the
students impacted by it.“

About the Hall of Fame

Left to right: Mel Clancy, Retired director of UNO’s TRIO Project Achieve; Shannon Teamer,
Director, UNO’s TRIO Project Achieve; Brittany Pintor, Office Assistant, TRIO Project Achieve;
Connie Sorensen-Birk, English Specialist, TRIO Project Achieve; Cindy Siadek, Advisor, TRIO
Project Achieve, Pat Killeen-Brown, Counselor, TRIO Project Achieve
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EducationQuest developed the Hall of
Fame in 2016 to highlight college and
career successes achieved by those who
have used our programs and services.
EducationQuest selects Hall of Fame
inductees annually and honors them at
the biennial College Access Symposium.

9 STUDENTS BENEFIT FROM

EDUCATIONQUEST SCHOLARSHIP PROGRAMS
Congratulations to 9 high school students whose names were drawn to win a
$500 scholarship in these two EducationQuest scholarship programs!

FINANCIAL AID
PROGRAM SCHOLARSHIP
Six students were selected to receive a $500
Financial Aid Program Scholarship from those
who registered for the scholarship when
attending an EducationQuest Financial Aid
Program last fall.
They are Skyler Gubbels, Norfolk High School;
Adyson Otte, Ravenna High School; Tristian
Peter, Lourdes Central Catholic High School in
Nebraska City; Shailece Porter, UmónHon Nation
Public School in Macy; Katelyn Schneider,
Nebraska City High School; and Kiarha YepezMeza, Gibbon High School.

Skyler Gubbels

Adyson Otte

Tristian Peter

Shailece Porter

Katelyn Schneider

Kiarha Yepez-Meza

Grant Holst

Three students were selected to win a $500 Get
Social Scholarship. Their names were drawn from
among those who entered to win after following
EducationQuest on Facebook, Twitter, or Instagram.

Lydia Mike

Katrina Thomassen

The winners are Grant Holst, Elkhorn South High
School; Lydia Mike, Millard West High School; and
Katrina Thomassen, Weeping Water Public Schools.
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Sterling named

MENTOR of the YEAR
In honor of National Mentoring Month in January, EducationQuest
awarded the 2018 Reaching Your Potential Mentor of the Year
Award to Karen Stelling, Professor of Practice at the University of
Nebraska-Lincoln College of Engineering.
Ms. Stelling was nominated by Torri Osantowski, an EducationQuest
Reaching Your Potential scholarship recipient who attends UNL.
In her nomination letter, Osantowski said, “Whether Karen
is helping me network with other professionals, providing
relevant career opportunities, or just checking in, she has been a
phenomenal mentor. I can’t ever thank her enough for all she has
done for me.”
EducationQuest finds mentors for all Reaching Your Potential
scholarship recipients to help ensure the students’ success in college.

Torri Osantowski (left), a student at University of Nebraska
at Lincoln, with Mentor of the Year Karen Stelling.

NeASFAA presents award
to Daphne Hall
At its 2018 spring conference, the Nebraska Association of School Financial Aid
Administrators awarded the Bob Minturn Special Recognition Award to Daphne Hall,
EducationQuest Senior Vice President of College Access Program. She received the
award in recognition of her leadership activities within the financial aid profession.
Daphne Hall

