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Placing more focus  
on high school juniors

R

8th Graders Visit College
Students at Lewis & Clark Middle 
School in Omaha visited the 
University of Nebraska at Omaha 
with help from an EducationQuest 
8th Grade Campus Visit Grant. See 
more on page 7.

          ecent changes in statewide testing along with earlier timelines for important 

college-planning activities has made it critical that juniors get an earlier start on 

the college selection process. This is why EducationQuest is shifting more college 

fairs from the fall to the spring. Read about this and other college access efforts in 

this issue of Aspire.

Spring/Summer 2017

Susie Brown from the University of Nebraska-Lincoln talks with a student during one of five college fairs 
EducationQuest held this spring to help juniors narrow their college choices.
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         FROM OUR PRESIDENT
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Liz S. Koop
President & CEO
EducationQuest Foundation

College Planning: Why we  
must place more focus on  
high school juniors

       his spring, EducationQuest held five college fairs and will hold just two fairs this 
    coming fall. This is a significant scheduling shift after 30 years of statewide fall fairs. 

Why the change?

To help high school juniors get an earlier start on the college selection process.

Recent changes in statewide testing along with earlier timelines for important college-
planning activities has made it critical that juniors get an earlier start on the college 
selection process. 

Here are three examples: 

The ACT college entrance exam has replaced the Nebraska State Accountability 
(NeSA) exam for 11th grade students. When registering for the exam in the spring 
of their junior year, students will be asked to list the colleges that should receive 
the results.

The start date for completing the FAFSA (Free Application for Federal Student Aid) 
was moved up from January 1 to October 1. By narrowing their college choices 
during their junior year, seniors will be better prepared to list colleges that should 
receive their FAFSA results.

By focusing on college selection during their junior year, seniors will be better 
prepared to participate in the Apply2College Campaign in October. Schools will 
hold events during the school day to help seniors complete college applications. 
Last year over 200 schools participated and we expect more schools to participate 
this year.

Waiting until their senior year to make important college decisions will cause undue 
stress for students and their families. An increased emphasis on college prep for 
juniors is a paradigm shift that must happen across the state. Students can simply no 
longer wait until their senior year to make critical college decisions.



EducationQuest College Access Manager Kristin Ageton teamed up with UNL 
junior Alex Fernando to help eighth graders KnowHow2GO to college during 
the Big Red Stars event.

N
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Registration now open for  
2017 Apply2College Campaign

     ebraska’s third annual Apply2College Campaign is 
      October 2-31 and EducationQuest encourages all 
Nebraska high schools to participate.

During the campaign, high schools hold events during the 
school day to help seniors complete college applications.

It’s free for schools to participate and EducationQuest 
provides each school with a banner and other resources. 

The 2016 campaign drew 201 high schools. Their efforts 
helped 6,763 seniors complete 12,073 applications to 242 
colleges.

“Completing college applications is a daunting process that 
can be a barrier to students who don’t get the help they 
need,” said Les Monroe, Director of College Planning at 
EducationQuest’s Lincoln office. “By participating in the 
campaign, high schools provide much-needed help and 
celebrate students’ achievements.”

Registration for the 2017 campaign is now open. Details and 
a registration link are available in the Professionals section 
at EducationQuest.org.

Apply2College is part of the American College Application 
Campaign sponsored by the American Council on Education. 

These Waverly High School students were among the nearly 
7,000 seniors who completed college applications during the 
2016 Apply2College Campaign.

The University of Nebraska-Lincoln honored 
Nebraska eighth grade students for academic 
excellence, leadership and perseverance during 
a Big Red Stars event held May 10 at UNL.

EducationQuest College Access Director Kristin 
Ageton and UNL junior Alex Fernando kicked 
off the event by hosting a KnowHow2GO 
session that demonstrated four steps the 
students should follow to prepare for college. 
Following the session, students were honored 
during a recognition and awards ceremony.

BIG RED STARS
KnowHow2GO to College!



54

E

Hall of Fame inductees  
improving life for people of South Sudan

      ducationQuest has selected Buey Ray Tut, a former Reaching Your Potential scholarship recipient as the 2017 
inductee into its Hall of Fame. Tut is co-founder of Aqua-Africa, an organization that is bringing clean water to 
villages in South Sudan.

Sharing the award with Tut is Buay Wiyual, also a former Reaching Your Potential recipient. Wiyual volunteers 
as Aqua-Africa’s director of field operations. 

Tut and Wiyual were inducted into the the Hall of Fame for achieving success after overcoming tremendous 
obstacles – and for serving as an inspiration for others. They will be formally honored at EducationQuest’s 
College Access Symposium next April in Lincoln.

Buey was born in South Sudan. When he was eight, his father became a political 
prisoner in Ethiopia. Upon his father’s release, the family immigrated to the 
United States as refugees settling in Omaha. Despite living in difficult inner-city 
conditions, Buey immersed himself in school to achieve his dream of going to 
college with a goal to help the people of South Sudan. 

Buey attended the University of Nebraska at Omaha and graduated in 2008 
with a degree in political science. While at UNO, he and a childhood friend  
co-founded Aqua-Africa, an organization with a mission to provide access to 
clean water and a vision to develop South Sudan. As of 2017, the organization  
is providing clean water to over 20,000 people in South Sudan.

Buey shares his time between his home in Omaha and South Sudan as he 
continues his work with Aqua-Africa.

Like Buey, Buay grew up in war-torn South Sudan where the two briefly knew 
each other. When he was 12, Buay immigrated to the United States and 
eventaully moved to Omaha. Despite dealing with language barriers that made 
school rather tough, Buay graduated from high school and went on to Wayne 
State College. He graduated in 2008 with a degree in construction management 
and a goal to help rebuild his native country. 

As a volunteer with another nonprofit organization, Buay used his education 
and skills to build a schoolhouse and medical clinic in his native village of 
Kierwan located in Nasir County.  

After reconnecting with Buey, Buay joined Aqua-Africa volunteering his time as 
director of field operations. He lives in Humble, Texas where he is a general 
engineer for the Texas Department of Transportation.

Buey Ray Tut

Buay Wiyual
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Aqua-Africa believes, “Without Water Nothing Can 
Grow”. The organization’s mission is to provide access 
to clean water but their vision for South Sudan is 
development. Over the past five years, the 
organization has provided access to clean water to over 
20,000 South Sudanese.  

To learn more, visit http://aqua-africa.net.

Sherah Dickinson (right), a student at University of Nebraska at 
Kearney, with Mentor of the Year Ben Malczyk.

Ben Malczyk named 
MENTOR of the YEAR “… an excellent mentor is someone who has 

the ability to recognize a skill set within an 

individual and guide them to use that skill set 

to reach their dreams and full potential.”
                                                       Sherah Dickinson

In honor of National Mentoring Month in January, 
EducationQuest awarded the Reaching Your Potential 
Mentor of the Year Award to Ben Malczyk, assistant 
professor at the University of Nebraska at Kearney. 

Malczyk was nominated by Reaching Your Potential  
scholarship recipient Sherah Dickinson who studies  
social work at UNK.

In her nomination letter, Dickinson said, “Ultimately, I 
feel that an excellent mentor is someone who has the 
ability to recognize a skill set within an individual and 
guide them to use that skill set to reach their dreams and 
full potential.  That is exactly what Ben has done for me.”

EducationQuest presented Malczyk with a plaque and 
$100 gift card. Dickinson received a $50 gift card for her 
winning nomination.

ABOUT
“Clean, safe water 

is our priority. 

A human need is 
not a luxury.”

Photos courtesy of Aqua-Africa
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Norris senior
Wins Scavenger Hunt Scholarship 

Six Awarded
Financial Aid Program 
Scholarships

       n January, EducationQuest selected six Nebraska high 
school students as winners of $500 Financial Aid Program 
Scholarships. They are:

Nicole Erlbacher, a senior at Omaha Mercy High School

Chase Hain, a senior at HTRS Public Schools

Kaitlyn Pineda, a senior at Kearney High School

Alexis Pokorny, a senior at Clearwater-Orchard Public 
Schools

Sunny Rodewald, a senior at Stuart Public School

Nate Vontz, a senior at Lincoln Southwest High School

The winners were among nearly 1,900 students 
who registered for the scholarship when attending 
an EducationQuest Financial Aid Program last fall. 
EducationQuest conducted a drawing to select six winners 
from those who registered.

Sunny Rodewald

Makayla Rohrer

Kaitlyn Pineda

Nicole Erlbacher

Nate Vontz

Alexis Pokorny

Chase Hain

Congratulations to Makayla Rohrer, a senior at Norris High School, who is the 
winner of this year’s EducationQuest Scavenger Hunt Scholarship. 

Through this scholarship program, students create a profile in 
ScholarshipQuest – EducationQuest’s database of over 2,000 Nebraska-based 
scholarships. They then apply for the scholarship by “scavenging” around the 
EducationQuest website to find answers to questions in a survey. This helps 
students become more aware of ScholarshipQuest and other resources on the 
website.

Makayla’s name was drawn from nearly 1,500 Nebraska students in grades 
9-12 who were eligible to apply. She won a $500 contribution to the 
Nebraska Educational Savings Trust 529 plan.
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Eighth grade students from Lewis & Clark Middle 
School in Omaha learned about future 
educational opportunities during a May 12 
campus visit to the University of Nebraska at 
Omaha. 

Lewis and Clark was one of 45 Nebraska schools 
that coordinated campus visits this school year 
with funding from an EducationQuest 8th Grade 
Campus Visit Grant. 

Campus visit 
   lets eighth graders 
   explore their future

Attendees met with college reps at the Omaha Area  
Spring College Fair.

Students visited several labs at the UNO BioMechanics Research building.

Spring College Fairs
reach students across the state

EducationQuest held college fairs this spring in Scottsbluff, 
Grand Island, Lincoln, Omaha, and South Sioux City drawing 
approximately 2,600 attendees. 

EducationQuest upped the number of fairs to five this 
spring to help high school juniors narrow their college 
choices in preparation for taking the ACT in the spring and 
completing the FAFSA and college applications this fall.

The fairs also helped seniors finalize their college choices, 
and sophomores start their college search process.



EducationQuest Foundation 
1300 O Street

Lincoln, NE 68508

Address Service Requested

Non-Profit Org.
U.S. Postage

PAID
Omaha, NE
Permit #983

Joan Jurek

Debbie Cooper

Kelly Leeper

Jodi Vanden Berge

EducationQuest is pleased to welcome 
Debbie Cooper and Kelly Leeper to its 
board of directors. 

Cooper is senior vice president and head 
of the retail banking division at Security 
National Bank in Omaha, and serves on the 
board of the Omaha Street School. She was 
previously senior vice president at Great 
Western Bank in Omaha. 

Leeper is vice president and controller of 
F&M Bank in West Point. She was previously 
with Tenaska Capital Management in 
Omaha. She serves as a mentor for the 
TeamMates Mentoring Program.

EducationQuest Board of Directors 
welcomes Cooper and Leeper

NeASFAA presents awards
to Jurek, Vanden Berge 

Two EducationQuest staff members were honored at the Nebraska 
Association of Student Financial Aid Administrators (NeASFAA) 50th 
Anniversary Banquet held March 31 in Lincoln.

Joan Jurek, College Planning Director at EducationQuest’s Omaha 
office, received the Feel the Excitement Award for outstanding 
service to her community.

Jodi Vanden Berge, College Planning Director at EducationQuest’s 
Kearney office, received the Bob Minturn Special Recognition Award 
in recognition of her leadership activities within the financial aid 
profession.

Others serving on the EducationQuest Board of 
Directors are Craig Ames, former President & 
Chief Operating Officer, Bryan Medical Center; 
Wendy Boyer, Senior Program Officer, Peter Kiewit 
Foundation; Dr. Miguel Carranza, former Professor 
of Sociology & Latina/Latino Studies, University 
of Missouri-Kansas City; Lee Galles, former 
Associate Vice President for Finance and Treasurer, 
Creighton University; Michael Green, President 
& Chief Investment Officer, EverGreen Capital 
Management; Dr. Jack Huck, former President, 
Southeast Community College; and Liz S. Koop, 
President & CEO, EducationQuest Foundation.


