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Increasing  
FAFSA completions in Nebraska

T
2017 

Year In Review
See pages 8-12 for an overview of 

EducationQuest’s statewide college 
access efforts this past year.

        he launch of the Early FAFSA on October 1, 2016 led to a 12 percent increase 

in FAFSA completions in Nebraska last year. The National College Access Network 

cited EducationQuest’s educational and promotional efforts as part of the reason 

for the increase in our state. But we want to see an even bigger increase this 

year. Read this issue of Aspire to learn what EducationQuest and our partners are 

doing to help make that happen.

Fall/Winter 2017

Year in Review
2017



Published biannually by 
EducationQuest Foundation 
for education leaders in Nebraska.

Liz S. Koop
President and CEO

Daphne Hall
Senior Vice President 
College Access Programs

Mike Timmins 
Senior Vice President & CFO 
Fiscal Operations

Eric Drumheller 
Vice President 
Grants & Scholarships

Editor
Tricia Dunn 
402.479.6666

EducationQuest Foundation 
Lincoln (headquarters)
1300 O Street
800.303.3745

Omaha
Rockbrook Village
108th & W. Center Road
888.357.6300

Kearney
2706 Second Avenue
800.666.3721

Scottsbluff
1601 E. 27th Street
800.303.3745, ext. 6654

EducationQuest.org
Facebook.com/EducationQuest
Twitter: @EducationQuest

Working with partners to help Nebraska students access college.

Fall/Winter 2008

EducationQuest.org

Working with partners to help Nebraska students access college.EducationQuest.org

W

2

Liz S. Koop
President & CEO
EducationQuest Foundation

Helping school counselors  
help their students

             ith a mission to improve access to higher education in Nebraska, 

EducationQuest fully realizes and appreciates the impact school counselors have on 

the future success of the students they serve.

We’re fortunate to have forged a positive and time-honored relationship with 

Nebraska counselors that dates back to 1986 when we opened our first college 

planning office. Since that time, it’s been our top priority to serve as a high-quality 

partner to school counseling offices by providing free resources such as:

• College planning publications and materials for students in 6th-12th grade

• Onsite financial aid and college planning presentations

• Onsite FAFSA-filing sessions

• EducationQuest staff who spend time at Nebraska high schools to help students 

with college planning 

• College Access Grants that fund college prep activities and programs for high schools

• 8th Grade Campus Visit Grants that allow schools to take younger students on 

visits to area colleges

Most recently, we developed College Focus for Seniors – a one-stop shop at 

EducationQuest.org where counselors can easily access resources to help students 

apply for financial aid and college admission. And we just launched an interactive 

College Planning Timeline that spells out what students in grades 9-12 should do in 

the fall, winter, spring, and summer to stay on track for college. Find more details 

about these new tools in this edition of Aspire.

  

“ We’re fortunate to have forged a positive and time-honored relationship with Nebraska 
  counselors that dates back to 1986 when we opened our first college planning office.”   

 Liz S. Koop, President & CEO, EducationQuest Foundation

M ESSAGE
         FROM OUR PRESIDENT
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FAFSA completions 
  increase in Nebraska

                                                           ebraska’s completion 
rate for the Free Application for Federal Student Aid 
(FAFSA) was up 12 percent* through June 30 of the  
2016-17 cycle according to a report by the National College 
Access Network (NCAN). Nationally, FAFSA completions 
were up six percent reversing a four-year decline.

The report credits a policy change  
that upped the start date of the  
FAFSA from January 1 to October 1.  
This FAFSA cycle also marked the first  
time applicants filed using tax  
information from two years ago,  
called prior-prior-year income data  
(PPY), which allowed applicants to  
rely on already-completed tax returns  
rather than estimating information.

“Overall, these increases are concrete  
evidence that allowing students to  
file the FAFSA earlier and use PPY  
resulted in more students seeking  
federal financial aid,” wrote Carrie  
Warick, NCAN’s Director of Policy  
and Advocacy.

NCAN cited EducationQuest’s efforts to promote the early 
FAFSA as part of the reason for the increase in Nebraska. 
Those efforts included statewide Financial Aid Programs, 
FAFSA-filing sessions at schools and community agencies, 
free help with the FAFSA at EducationQuest locations, 
and extensive promotion. 

Working toward a bigger 
increase this year

To further increase completions this 
year, EducationQuest is working 
with the Nebraska Department of 
Education and Nebraska’s 
Coordinating Commission for 
Postsecondary Education to up the 
number of high schools 
participating in the FAFSA 
Completion Initiative. (See related 
article below.)

The FAFSA is critical to ensuring college access for high 
school students. But what if a school learned that some of 
its seniors did not successfully complete the FAFSA process?  
  
By participating in the FAFSA Completion Initiative, 
Nebraska high schools can access FAFSA completion status 
updates on individual students and provide help to those 
who need it. 

So far this year, 159 Nebraska high schools have signed up 
to receive the FAFSA-filing status of their students. 

Nebraska’s FAFSA Completion Initiative  
is a partnership between Nebraska’s  
Coordinating Commission for  
Postsecondary Education (CCPE) and  
the U.S. Department of Education.

Schools wishing to enroll should  
contact CCPE Financial Aid Officer  
Ritchie Morrow at  
ritchie.morrow@nebraska.gov  
or 402.472.0032.

High schools encouraged to participate in 

FAFSA Completion Initiative

“Too many students, especially low-
income students, are leaving money 
on the table by not completing the 
FAFSA. We’re doing everything in 
our power to remove barriers that 
are keeping students from attaining 
their educational goals.” 

Liz S. Koop 
President & CEO 

EducationQuest Foundation
*12,794 FAFSAs were filed in Nebraska 
   during 2015-16; 14,335 were filed in  
   2016-17.
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S These Wahoo High School seniors were among 71 who completed college applications 
during the school’s October 3 Apply2College event.

EducationQuest is partnering with the State Treasurer’s 
Office, First National Bank and College Possible Omaha 
during the 2017-18 school year to encourage families 
with middle school students to save for college through 
the Nebraska Educational Savings Trust (NEST). NEST is 
Nebraska’s state-sponsored 529 college savings program.

The goal of the partnership is to increase the number 
of NEST 529 accounts with middle school students as 
beneficiaries.

Through the promotion, families who have NEST 529 
accounts or who set up new accounts can enter into a 
drawing to win $529 to be deposited into a NEST college 
savings account. The drawing closes May 31, 2018. 
Eighteen winners will be selected. 

To help with the promotion, EducationQuest distributed 
30,000 NEST brochures to schools that serve 6th, 7th  
and/or 8th grade students, and is providing details 
about the promotion during presentations to middle 
school students. 
 
 “When students have money saved specifically for 
college, their expectation is that they will indeed go 
to college – and take steps to get there,” said Kristin 
Ageton, EducationQuest Director of College Access.

Ageton cited a 2017 IHEP study that shows children with 
college savings between $1 and $499 are three times 
as likely to attend college and four times more likely to 
graduate as those without any college savings. 

        eniors at 204 Nebraska high schools received  
hands-on help with their college applications this fall 
thanks to their schools’ participation in Nebraska’s third 
annual Apply2College Campaign held October 2-31.

During the EducationQuest-sponsored campaign, 
participating schools held college application events 
during the school day where school staff, volunteers, 
and college reps helped seniors through the application 
process. 

Results compiled as of November 20 show that 7,324 
seniors submitted 11,708 applications to 170 colleges.

“When we see seniors apply for college, that’s what 
we’re here for,” said Laura Carlow, college and career

coordinator at Ralston High School. “We don’t want them 
to just be high school seniors. We want them to work 
toward the future.”

John Harris, a counselor at Wahoo High School said 71 
seniors completed over 100 college applications! “It was 
an amazing step toward future goals!” 

Apply2College is part of the American College Application 
Campaign sponsored by the American Council on 
Education. All 50 states participate in this national effort.

For the third year,  
statewide campaign  
helps seniors

NEST partnership  
  encourages college savings for middle school students
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New College Timeline  
guides students through college planning steps
EducationQuest recently launched a web-based 
interactive College Timeline for students in grades 9-12 
that spells out steps they should take during fall, winter, 
spring, and summer to plan for college. The Timeline is 
available under “Resources” at EducationQuest.org.

The Timeline is interactive in that it allows students to 
add their own tasks, get reminders when it’s time to 
complete tasks, and check off tasks when they’re 
complete. Students can access these features by creating 
and/or logging into their MyEducationQuest account at 
EducationQuest.org.

NEST partnership  
  encourages college savings for middle school students

Fall is a critical time for high school seniors as they 
face deadlines for college applications and the 
FAFSA. These often-overwhelmed students look to 
their high school counselors for help.

To give counselors easy access to college application 
and FAFSA resources they can use to help their 
students, EducationQuest created College Focus 
for Seniors. This webpage at EducationQuest.org 
provides a “one-stop shop” where counselors can 
find checklists, handouts, blogs, memes, and videos 
related to Apply2College, the FSA ID, the FAFSA, 
and the FAFSA Completion Initiative. 

Find College Focus for Seniors in the Professionals 
section at EducationQuest.org. 

New resource 
helps school counselors
focus on seniors

COLLEGE

FOR SENIORS

“This new timeline should 
make college planning 
less overwhelming for 
high school students by 
breaking the process into 
manageable steps.”

 Daphne Hall
EducationQuest Senior Vice President
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          ducationQuest will award a new round of College 
Access Grants next summer and is encouraging Nebraska 
high schools to apply. The application deadline is June 
11, 2018.

EducationQuest awards College Access Grants every two 
years. Schools are funded for four years with annual 
awards ranging from $2,500 to $20,000 depending on 
school enrollment.

High schools use grant funds to develop and support 
college-access activities with a goal to increase the 

school’s college-going rate by 10 percentage points.

Schools interested in applying should submit a Letter of 
Intent by May 1, 2018. See “College Access Grants’ in the 
Professionals section at EducationQuest.org for details 
about the application process. You’ll also find a list of 
current and past recipients.

Please note that interested high schools must also have 
a representative attend EducationQuest’s College Access 
Symposium Thursday, April 12 in Lincoln.

EducationQuest will host its biennial College Access 
Symposium Thursday, April 12 at the Lincoln Marriott 
Cornhusker Hotel. This event will provide strategies and 
best practices schools and agencies can use to increase 
the number of students who pursue education beyond 
high school.

The event is open to high school and middle school 
professionals, community agency professionals, and 
college professionals. 

The Symposium will feature keynote speakers Chuck 
Schroeder, Founding Executive Director of the Rural 
Futures Institute and Kim Cook, Executive Director of the 
National College Access Network.

The Symposium will also feature a session for 
representatives from high schools interested in applying 
for an EducationQuest College Access Grant. 

Watch for an invitation with details about how to 
register for the event.

EducationQuest’s College Access Grants program is helping more Nebraska students get to college - like those pictured.

SAVE THE DATE…
for the College Access Symposium!

High schools encouraged to apply for a 
College Access Grant
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EducationQuest ups  
scholarship distribution to  
$1.54 MILLION

EducationQuest awarded 8th Grade Campus Visit Grants 
in October to 57 Nebraska schools that serve eighth grade 
students. 

The grants will cover the cost of a college visit for each 
school along with related activities that will help eighth 
graders get on the path to college.

“The impact of 57 schools taking eighth graders on a 
campus visit is huge,” said EducationQuest Vice President 
Eric Drumheller. “By experiencing a campus setting, these 
students will realize college is possible and will hopefully 
be motivated to take steps during high school to achieve 
college admission.”

This is the largest number of schools to receive 8th Grade 
Campus Visit Grants since EducationQuest started the 
program in 2011. 

“It’s exciting to see the number of schools that embrace 
early planning for college,” Drumheller said. “We wish we 
could have funded all the schools that applied.”

For a list of the recipient schools, see “8th Grade 
Campus Visit Grants” under the Professionals section at 
EducationQuest.org.

EducationQuest disbursed $1.54 

million in need-based scholarship 

funds to Nebraska’s 31 nonprofit 

colleges and universities this fall 

for distribution to eligible students 

during the 2017-2018 academic 

year. The funds are designated 

for undergraduate students who 

demonstrate financial need. Each 

college selects students who will 

receive scholarships. 

These eighth graders from Lewis & Clark Middle School in Omaha experienced a visit to the 
University of Nebraska at Omaha thanks to funding from an 8th Grade Campus Visit Grant.

Record number of schools receive  
8th Grade  
Campus Visit Grants

Since the EducationQuest 

Scholarship Program began

19 years ago,
EducationQuest has awarded

$21 million
providing over

21,000 scholarships. 



EducationQuest Foundation 2017 Year in Review

Statewide efforts
We reached students across the state through:

 • Fall college fairs in South Sioux City, Lincoln,  
 and Omaha

 • Spring fairs in Scottsbluff, Grand Island,  
 South Sioux City, Lincoln, and Omaha

 • Educational Planning Programs (smaller college fairs)

 • Financial Aid Programs

 • Apply2College Campaign

 • Financial Aid Updates for school counselors

In-house services
At locations in Omaha, Lincoln, Kearney, and 
Scottsbluff, EducationQuest provided free services  
that helped students:

 • research colleges

 • find scholarships

 • explore careers

 • complete the Free Application for Federal Student  
 Aid (FAFSA)

 • learn about student borrowing and repayment
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This section provides an overview of EducationQuest’s college access activities during FY2017.

Financial Aid Programs (222)

Offsite FAFSA Filings (53)

Counselor Updates (6)

9th & 10th Grade Programs (82)

College Fair Counties (9)
Educational Planning Program Counties (21)

College Planning Activities

Each symbol may represent multiple activities.

Apply2College events were held at 201 high schools. 
School-based services were provided on a regular basis at 22 locations: six Lincoln  
Public Schools, seven Omaha Public Schools, Bellevue East, Gibbon, Grand Island Senior,  
Hastings, Kearney Public, Lexington, Ralston, Shelton, and Wood River.

ABOUT EducationQuest
Headquartered in Lincoln, EducationQuest Foundation is a private, nonprofit organization with a mission to 
improve access to higher education in Nebraska.

EducationQuest fulfills this mission by providing college planning services and resources, grants for high schools 
and middle schools, need-based scholarship programs, and web-based tools and information.

COLLEGE PLANNING SERVICES
During FY2017, EducationQuest helped 73,300 Nebraskans prepare for college through our in-house services and 
statewide efforts.

Activities (# of occurrences)
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Do you
 KnowHow2GO 

to college?

It only takes

Be a pain – 
in a good way.Push yourself.Find the right fit.

Put your hands  
on some cash.

4
1.

2.
3.
4.

STEPS

Learn more at EducationQuest.org.

What do you 

 want to be?

How will you  

get there? Investing in  

yourself.

LOOK2College

It’s time to  

think about…
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Apply2College Campaign
Over 200 Nebraska high schools held Apply2College events this fall during the 
school day to help seniors complete college applications. Results compiled as of 
November 6, 2017 show that 4,543 seniors submitted 7,192 applications to 127 
colleges. EducationQuest sponsored the campaign and provided schools with 
free resources to help make their events a success.

Spanish Resources
To serve the needs of Nebraska’s Spanish-speaking population, 
EducationQuest develops several college planning materials in 
Spanish. In addition, our bilingual college planning specialists 
provide one-on-one assistance at our college planning offices, 
and conduct financial aid and college planning programs 
in Spanish across the state. During 2017, they served 1,300 
students and parents.

Look2College
Look2College, a program for 6th grade students, provides students with an 
early exploration of careers and college. Resources include an eight-page 
publication for students and a facilitator guide for educators. During the 
2016-17 school year, 226 schools ordered nearly 20,000 student publications. In 
September 2017, the program was broadened to K-6 schools.

KnowHow2GO
The KnowHow2GO program provides 4 steps 8th, 9th and 10th 
grade students should take to make college a reality. EducationQuest 
promotes these steps through handbooks distributed to all middle 
schools and high schools, and KnowHow2GO activities educators 
can use with students. During 2017, EducationQuest conducted 134 
KnowHow2GO events across the state reaching over 6,000 students.

Outreach Services
Each year, EducationQuest’s Outreach Services team visits over 100 
community agencies to counsel clients about planning and paying for 
college and to help them complete the FAFSA. They also provide resources 
for agency staff. During 2017, the team provided services to nearly 7,500 
community agency clients. Outreach Services also oversees services and 
resources for adult learners.

• Research colleges

• Look for scholarships

• Learn about financial aid

• Complete the FAFSAEducationQuest has free resources to help you:

EducationQuest.org     800.303.3745

Your Journey to  

College Begins with Us

07/17
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EducationQuest Foundation 2017 Year in Review

Recipients of the EducationQuest Scholarship Program and the  
Reaching Your Potential Scholarship Program.

Recipients of EducationQuest 
Scholarship Program

Recipients of Reaching Your 
Potential Scholarship Program

Each symbol may represent multiple recipients.

NEED-BASED SCHOLARSHIP PROGRAMS
EducationQuest funds two need-based scholarship programs that help Nebraskans overcome obstacles to higher 
education.

EducationQuest Scholarship Program
Through the EducationQuest Scholarship Program, EducationQuest disburses need-based scholarship dollars each 
year to Nebraska’s nonprofit public and private colleges. The colleges then award the funds to eligible students 
who demonstrate financial need. In 2017, EducationQuest disbursed $1.54 million that will be disbursed to eligible 
students during the 2017-2018 academic year. 

Reaching Your Potential
The Reaching Your Potential Scholarship Program awards renewable scholarships twice a year to low-income 
Nebraska students who face obstacles to college. Applicants are referred to the program by community agencies 
and colleges. In 2017, EducationQuest awarded $161,900 to 33 students.
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College Access Grants for High Schools
Every two years, EducationQuest awards College Access Grants to selected Nebraska high schools to fund 
college access activities. The award amounts depend on each school’s enrollment. Schools are funded for 
four years with a goal to increase their college-going rate by at least 10 percentage points.

Fifty high schools across Nebraska are currently participating in the College Access Grants program. For a 
list of recipient schools, see the Professionals section at EducationQuest.org.

8th Grade Campus Visit Grants
Each year, EducationQuest awards 8th Grade Campus Visit Grants to schools that serve eighth grade 
students to fund a campus visit and other college-access activities for eighth graders. In the fall of 2017, 
EducationQuest selected 57 schools to receive grants serving over 8,300 students. For a list of recipient 
schools, see the Professionals section at EducationQuest.org.

EducationQuest website resources by popularity

Social Media
EducationQuest regularly shares college planning tips via Facebook, Twitter 
and Instagram. Over the past year, our followers have steadily increased.

 Facebook followers increased by 12 percent.

 Twitter followers grew by 8 percent.

 Instagram followers increased by 26 percent.

GRANT PROGRAMS
EducationQuest has two competitive grant programs through which we distribute funds directly to Nebraska 
schools to promote college access.

Web Tools
During 2017, we developed two new resources on our 
website. College Focus for Seniors gives high school 
counselors easy access to FAFSA and college application 
resources they can use to help their students. College 
Timeline is an interactive tool that outlines steps students 
in grades 9-12 should take throughout the year to stay on 
track to college.

130,180

89,630
192,435

WEB-BASED RESOURCES
EducationQuest provides college planning information and tools via EducationQuest.org. During 2017, our website 
recorded over 350,000 visits. 

Numbers reflect page views.

ScholarshipQuest CollegeProfiles

ActivitiesResume
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EducationQuest partnered with several entities during 2017 to help us fulfill our mission.

EducationQuest Foundation 2017 Year in Review

LOOKING AHEAD

These are a few of the college access efforts slated for Fiscal Year 2018:

• Partner with the Nebraska Department of Education and Nebraska’s Coordinating   
 Commission for Postsecondary Education to increase the number of FAFSA completions   
 in Nebraska.

• Implement “Remote Assistance” to reach families who don’t have access to an 
 EducationQuest location and help them complete the FAFSA via computer technology.

• Work with scholarship providers to implement ways to simplify the scholarship   
 application process for students.

University of Nebraska and Nebraska State Colleges – This 
fall, the University of Nebraska and the Nebraska State 
College System teamed up to conduct Counselor Updates 
for school counselors. EducationQuest joined the sessions to 
provide financial aid training.

Nebraska Educational Television – EducationQuest supports 
NET and promotes college access by airing 30-second spots 
during championship high school sports and University of 
Nebraska women’s volleyball.

Education and Workforce Committee Chaired by Governor 
Pete Ricketts – EducationQuest President & CEO Liz Koop 
serves as a co-chair for this committee which is focusing 
on early education needs in the state and dual-credit 
access for high school students.

Nebraska Association of College Registrars and Admissions 
Officers – EducationQuest partnered with NACRAO to 
coordinate Educational Planning Programs at high schools 
statewide featuring college representatives.

PARTNERSHIPS


