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Cost of Education 

This activity will enlighten students about the true costs of college. 

A. Open “Cost of Education” PowerPoint.  Show slides 1 and 2. Describe the types of colleges and 
explain what “cost of education” means.  
 

a. Cost of Education = the total amount a college education will cost in a year. 
 

Tuition & Fees = the amount students pay for college classes and any extra fees are 
required for specific classes, such as labs 

Books & Supplies = textbooks needed for classes and anything the student needs to 
succeed in class, i.e. computer, calculator, other equipment 

Room & Board = living expenses for a college dorm room and meals on campus 

Personal & Transportation = personal can be laundry, cell phone service, “going out” 
money; transportation is how you get around, i.e. gas to put in the car and maintenance, 
a plane ride home at holiday break time, etc. 

 

B. Tell students they will guess the price of three types of colleges in Nebraska.     

a. Split students into groups of 3-5 and give them the “Cost of Education Guess Sheet.” 

b. Show PowerPoint slide 3 and have students guess the average cost for a 4-year public 
college in Nebraska.  

c. Once students make their guesses, have the groups share their answers to Tuition & Fees 
with the whole class, then click on the slide to show the correct answer.  

d. Do the same with the other categories, including the total. If possible, offer a prize to the 
team with the most correct answers. 
 

Note: These are average costs for Nebraska colleges. If possible, look up colleges in your area and 
substitute their name and costs in the title and table of each type of college. 

C. Do the same guessing activity with slides 4 and 5. 
 

D. Bring closure to the activity by telling students college has some fairly extensive costs, but there are 
ways to pay for college including scholarships and financial aid. 

a. Explain ways to pay for college using the “Financial Aid Basics” activity or “Scholarships” 
PowerPoint. 

 

 

 

http://apps.educationquest.org/pdfs/KH2G/Cost_of_Education.ppt
http://www.educationquest.org/presentations/how-to-earn-scholarships/
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Cost of Education Guess Sheet 

 

Four-Year Public College 

Tuition & Fees $ 
 

Books & Supplies $ 
 

Room & Board $ 
 

Personal & 
Transportation 

$ 
 

 

TOTAL $ 
 

 

Four-Year Private College 

Tuition & Fees $ 
 

Books & Supplies $ 
 

Room & Board $ 
 

Personal & 
Transportation 

$ 
 

 

TOTAL $ 
 

 

Two-Year Public College 

Tuition & Fees $ 
 

Books & Supplies $ 
 

Room & Board $ 
 

Personal & 
Transportation 

$ 
 

 

TOTAL $ 
 

 


