


Campus Mentor of the Year!
Submit your nomination for

EducationQuest is pleased to provide our Reaching Your 
Potential scholarship recipients with an inspirational 
book to get 2010 off to a good start.

“A Hand to Guide Me” features more than 70 of 
America’s leading personalities in theatre, sports, 
business, and politics as they tell their life-changing 
stories of mentorship. Actor Denzel Washington wrote 
the introduction and shares his personal story of the 
mentors who helped guide his life.

Other contributors include Jimmy Carter, Bill Clinton, 
Antwone Fisher, Bonnie Raitt, Cal Ripken, Alex 
Rodriquez, Dick Vitale, Whoopie Goldberg, and more.

A portion of the book’s proceeds benefit 4.5 million 
children currently involved in the Boys and Girls Clubs 
of America.

“A Hand To Guide Me”

To honor the many mentors  
involved in the Reaching 
Your Potential program, 
EducationQuest has created  
the Campus Mentor of the Year Award!

We encourage you to nominate your Reaching Your Potential 
campus mentor for this award if that person has positively 
impacted your college experience. If your nominee is selected, 
he or she will receive a $100 gift card – and you will receive a 
$50 gift card!

Following are all the details:

	 •	 Email your nomination to  
		  lisam@educationquest.org by March 19.  
		  Include a paragraph explaining why your 
		  Reaching Your Potential mentor should be selected 
		  as Campus Mentor of the Year. 

	 •	 EducationQuest will select the Campus Mentor of 
	  	 the Year in early April.

	 •	 EducationQuest scholarship staff will travel to the 
 		  winner’s campus in April to present the Campus 
 		  Mentor of the Year with a $100 gift card and a 
 		  plaque. The nominating student will receive a  
		  $50 gift card. 

	 •	 The 2010 Mentor of the Year and nominating 
	  	 students will be highlighted in the July issue of 

Reaching Out.

Don’t miss this opportunity to thank your 
Reaching Your Potential campus 
mentor for helping you succeed 
in college!

Congratulations 
                    to our recent graduates!

Famous Americans explain the benefits of mentoring in

Rick Haith graduated from UNO 
in December 2009 with a bachelor’s 
degree in recreational therapy.

Charles Hamilton graduated 
from Southeast Community College-
Beatrice in December 2009 with 
an associate degree. Charles will 
continue his education at Doane 
College this fall.

Alier Mayola graduated from UNO 
in August 2009 with a bachelor’s 
degree in math education and a minor 
in philosophy.

Khusbu Patel graduated from UNO 
in December 2009 with a bachelor’s 
degree in biology.

Sarah Prenosil graduated from 
UNO in December 2009 with a 
bachelor’s degree in exercise science.

Zenab Rehman graduated from 
Central Community College-Hastings 
in August 2009 with an associate 
degree in medical lab technician.

Olou Appolinaire graduated from 
the University of Nebraska at Omaha 
(UNO) in December 2009 with a 
bachelor’s degree in biotechnology.

Ben Bakirane graduated from 
Midland Lutheran College in August 
2009 with a bachelor’s degree in nursing.

Katherine Boeckman graduated 
from UNO in August 2009 with a 
bachelor’s degree in psychology.

Jessica Eberle graduated from 
Metropolitan Community College in 
November 2009 with an associate 
degree in human services. Jessica is 
continuing her education at Bellevue 
University this spring.

 
Jami Ellis graduated from the 
University of Nebraska at Kearney 
in December 2009 with a bachelor’s 
degree in secondary education.

Claudia Escandon graduated from 
the University of Nebraska-Lincoln (UNL) 
in August 2009 with a bachelor’s degree 
in psychology.

Jacob Fisher graduated from UNL in 
August 2009 with a bachelor’s degree  
in biology.

As Upward Bound Program Assistant at Western 
Nebraska Community College, Phil Darley helps 
students overcome obstacles to attend college. 
Here’s what he has to say about the importance 
of mentoring …

Why it is so important for students to find a mentor to help them 
succeed in college?
A successful mentor can earn the trust of students in a unique way, often 
filling voids in the students’ lives. A mentor’s job is not to tell students 
what to do, but to help them become responsible for their own thinking 
and decisions. Mentors offer students a safe ear to listen, an encouraging 
word to lift, often a handshake or hug demonstrating acceptance, and 
once in a while, a small “kick” in the right direction. Mentors help students 
comprehend the complete college experience; it’s much more than just 
taking a class. 
 
How do you benefit from being a mentor?
I benefit tremendously. Watching the growth that takes place in a few 
short years in the life of a student is wild! Students today are faced with 
numerous challenges stemming from financial and personal issues, family 
and friends, and the distractions of immediate gratification. Working with 
a student who is willing to grow through the process of attending college 
helps renew hope that a difference can be made...one student at a time. 
 
What advice would you give to a student who is considering 
dropping out of college due to financial or academic problems?
Simple enough...DON’T! What seems like a quick fix to normal issues most 
college students face turns out to cost a person more in the long run. When 
you look at the return-on-investment for not quitting and sticking it out, 
most students discover the intangible benefit of finding solutions 
to those temporary problems. And they become better people for it. 
Finally, as a mentor, I encourage them to trust the process, to trust me, 
and more importantly to trust themselves. 

Making a 
difference…
   one student at a time!

Not pictured:
Andrew Dale graduated from UNO in December 2009 with 
a bachelor’s degree in biotechnology and a minor in chemistry.
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Program Reminders

Reaching Your Potential referrals 
due March 19
If you know of a client or student who 
may qualify for the Reaching Your 
Potential scholarship program, refer 
them by March 19 at 
EducationQuest.org/ryp.asp.
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It’s time 

to complete your
             FAFSA!

EducationQuest has free online tools 
to help you complete the FAFSA.  
Visit EducationQuest.org and 
select “Completing the FAFSA” to 
view our FAFSA Checklist, FAFSA 
Tutorial, and financial aid videos 
and podcasts. 

If you need additional help filing the 
FAFSA, contact the EducationQuest 
location nearest you.

Kearney – 800-666-3721 
Lincoln – 800-303-3745
Omaha – 888-357-6300

When you call our offices for an 
appointment, please identify yourself 
as a Reaching Your Potential recipient.
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Above: Terry Van Hoosear
Right: Terry and his mentor 

Phil Darley at  Western  
Nebraska Community College.

Contact 
Lisa Mueller 
800-303-3745,  
ext. 6606 
or email  
lisam@educationquest.org

your academic or personal  
accomplishments with us!

Please share…

Reaching for the  stars
Brandon Thornburg and Samantha Duis 
are getting married on February 6, 2010, 
in Beatrice. Brandon attends Peru State 
College and majors in criminal justice.

Abdul Mir was accepted into the Emerging 
Leaders Program at the University of 
Nebraska at Omaha (UNO) where he majors 
in pre-medicine.

Nicole Gaughan was accepted into 
Who’s Who Among Students in American 
Universities and Colleges. Nicole attends 
UNO and majors in education.

Divine Shelton was elected to his third 
term on Creighton University’s Student 
Union where he is also a resident advisor. 
Divine majors in philosophy.

Amanda Hodge is president of her 
residence hall and is a deejay on the 
campus radio station, 91.3 KLPR. This 
summer she will intern at the Eisenhower 
Medical Center in the Public Relations 
Department in Rancho Mirage, CA. Amanda 
attends the University of Nebraska at 
Kearney and majors in broadcasting.

Terry is now in his second year at Western 
Nebraska Community College (WNCC) working 
on an associate degree. He explains how he made 
it this far.

Tell us about yourself.
I was born and raised in Scottsbluff with my 
mother Kathy, my father figure Donne, and my 
siblings Kayla, Damend, and Dawn.

Describe some of the obstacles you 
encountered as you were growing up. 
My family has always had financial troubles. 
Sometimes we went without electricity, gas or 
water. Sometimes we went without food. We 
couldn’t always pay the rent so we moved around 
a lot and I attended many different schools. I hope 
to take my family’s future out of poverty by being 
the first to graduate from college.

How did you overcome those obstacles to 
get to college?
In high school, I got involved with Upward Bound 
and that got me thinking about college. It was 
also the beginning of my friendship with Phil 
Darley, my Upward Bound advisor. Phil helped me 
apply for scholarships during my senior year, but 
I never thought college would really be possible. 
Then, a few weeks before I graduated, I learned 
that I was getting some scholarships and grants - 
and that college would be possible.

How did Phil help guide you to college?
Phil has impacted my life greatly. He spoke up 
for me at court appearances and helped me with 
transportation problems. This man has shown 
me how to see the bigger picture. I used to slack 
off and let people pressure me into doing things. 
Now I know what needs to be done. He started 
as just a teacher, but now is more like a friend. I 
can’t thank him enough.

What are you majoring in - and how are you 
doing with your studies?
I’m working on general studies, but have a 
few majors in mind, such as psychology or 
counseling. My studies are difficult but are 
going well.

What do you plan to do after you graduate 
from WNCC?
I plan to transfer to the University of Nebraska 
at Kearney or the University of Nebraska - 
Lincoln to finish my psychology or counseling 
degree, depending on what major I go with.

Where do you see yourself in the future?
I would like to think of myself in this same town 
helping young people like myself. 

Terry Van Hoosear’s success story demonstrates how a caring adult 
can help a student overcome extreme obstacles to get to college. This 
young man grew up in poverty, gravitated toward gang activity, and 
spent a fair amount of time in juvenile court. When he ended up in a 
juvenile detention center, he realized “this isn’t where he wanted to 
be” and chose a new path in life.

Or… find Lisa on Facebook! 
(She’s in the Lincoln, NE network)


