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College Planning Activities

ABOUT EducationQuest
Headquartered in Lincoln, EducationQuest Foundation is a private, nonprofit organization with a mission to 
improve access to higher education in Nebraska.

EducationQuest fulfills this mission by providing college planning services and resources, grants for high schools 
and middle schools, need-based scholarship programs, and web-based tools and information.

Statewide efforts
We reached students across the state through:

 • Fall college fairs in South Sioux City, Lincoln,  
 and Omaha

 • Spring fairs in Scottsbluff, Grand Island,  
 South Sioux City, Lincoln, and Omaha

 • Educational Planning Programs (smaller college fairs)

 • Financial Aid Programs

 • Apply2College Campaign

 • Financial Aid Updates for school counselors

In-house services
At locations in Omaha, Lincoln, Kearney, and 
Scottsbluff, EducationQuest provided free services  
that helped students:

 • research colleges

 • find scholarships

 • explore careers

 • complete the Free Application for Federal Student  
 Aid (FAFSA)

 • learn about student borrowing and repayment

COLLEGE PLANNING SERVICES
During FY2017, EducationQuest helped 73,300 Nebraskans prepare for college through our in-house services and 
statewide efforts.

Each symbol may represent multiple activities.

Apply2College events were held at 201 high schools. 
School-based services were provided on a regular basis at 22 locations: six Lincoln  
Public Schools, seven Omaha Public Schools, Bellevue East, Gibbon, Grand Island Senior 
High, Hastings Senior High, Kearney Public, Lexington, Ralston, Shelton, and Wood River.

Financial Aid Programs (222)

Offsite FAFSA Filings (53)

Counselor Updates (6)

9th & 10th Grade Programs (82)

College Fair Counties (9)
Educational Planning Program Counties (21)

Activities (# of occurrences)
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What do you 

 want to be?

How will you  

get there? Investing in  

yourself.

LOOK2College

It’s time to  

think about…

Apply2College Campaign
Over 200 Nebraska high schools held Apply2College events this fall during the 
school day to help seniors complete college applications. Results compiled as of 
November 20, 2017 show that 7,324 seniors submitted 11,708 applications to 170 
colleges. EducationQuest sponsored the campaign and provided schools with 
free resources to help make their events a success.

Spanish Resources
To serve the needs of Nebraska’s Spanish-speaking population, 
EducationQuest develops several college planning materials in 
Spanish. In addition, our bilingual college planning specialists 
provide one-on-one assistance at our college planning offices, 
and conduct financial aid and college planning programs 
in Spanish across the state. During 2017, they served 1,300 
students and parents.

Look2College
Look2College, a program for 6th grade students, provides students with an 
early exploration of careers and college. Resources include an eight-page 
publication for students and a facilitator guide for educators. During the 
2016-17 school year, 226 schools ordered nearly 20,000 student publications. 
In September 2017, the program was broadened to K-6 schools.

KnowHow2GO
The KnowHow2GO program provides 4 steps 8th, 9th and 10th 
grade students should take to make college a reality. EducationQuest 
promotes these steps through handbooks distributed to all middle 
schools and high schools, and KnowHow2GO activities educators 
can use with students. During 2017, EducationQuest conducted 134 
KnowHow2GO events across the state reaching over 6,000 students.

Outreach Services
Each year, EducationQuest’s Outreach Services team visits over 100 
community agencies to counsel clients about planning and paying for 
college and to help them complete the FAFSA. They also provide resources 
for agency staff. During 2017, the team provided services to nearly 7,500 
community agency clients. Outreach Services also oversees services and 
resources for adult learners.
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Do you
 KnowHow2GO 

to college?

It only takes

Be a pain – 
in a good way.Push yourself.Find the right fit.

Put your hands  
on some cash.
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STEPS

Learn more at EducationQuest.org.

• Research colleges

• Look for scholarships

• Learn about financial aid

• Complete the FAFSAEducationQuest has free resources to help you:

EducationQuest.org     800.303.3745

Your Journey to  

College Begins with Us

07/17

xx

x

1

2
1

Paso 3 
Encuentra lo que  

m
ejor se adapte a ti.

Explorando 
 carreras

Paso 4 
Consigue algo de dinero.

Paso 2 
Esfuérzate al m

åaxim
o.

Paso 1 
Sé persistente.

¡KnowHow2GO al colegio! 

¡Sigue los 4 pasos para hacer realidad el colegio!

Tu Camino a la Universidad Empieza con Nosotros
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Tu Camino a la Universidad Empieza con Nosotros

PREPARACIÓN PARA LA UNIVERSIDAD
para estudiantes en los grados 11 y 12
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Recipients of the EducationQuest Scholarship Program and the  
Reaching Your Potential Scholarship Program.

Recipients of EducationQuest 
Scholarship Program

Recipients of Reaching Your 
Potential Scholarship Program

Each symbol may represent multiple recipients.

NEED-BASED SCHOLARSHIP PROGRAMS
EducationQuest funds two need-based scholarship programs that help Nebraskans overcome obstacles to higher 
education.

EducationQuest Scholarship Program
Through the EducationQuest Scholarship Program, EducationQuest disburses need-based scholarship dollars each 
year to Nebraska’s nonprofit public and private colleges. The colleges then award the funds to eligible students 
who demonstrate financial need. In 2017, EducationQuest disbursed $1.54 million that will be awarded to eligible 
students during the 2017-2018 academic year. 

Reaching Your Potential
The Reaching Your Potential Scholarship Program awards renewable scholarships twice a year to low-income 
Nebraska students who face obstacles to college. Applicants are referred to the program by community agencies 
and colleges. In 2017, EducationQuest awarded $161,900 to 33 students.
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College Access Grants for High Schools
Every two years, EducationQuest awards College Access Grants to selected Nebraska high schools to fund 
college access activities. The award amounts depend on each school’s enrollment. Schools are funded for 
four years with a goal to increase their college-going rate by at least 10 percentage points.

Fifty high schools across Nebraska are currently participating in the College Access Grants program. For a 
list of recipient schools, see the Professionals section at EducationQuest.org.

8th Grade Campus Visit Grants
Each year, EducationQuest awards 8th Grade Campus Visit Grants to schools to fund a campus visit and 
other college-access activities for eighth graders. In the fall of 2017, EducationQuest selected 57 schools 
to receive grants serving over 8,300 students. For a list of recipient schools, see the Professionals section 
at EducationQuest.org.

GRANT PROGRAMS
EducationQuest has two competitive grant programs through which we distribute funds directly to Nebraska 
schools to promote college access.

These eighth graders from Lewis & Clark Middle School in Omaha experienced a visit to the 
University of Nebraska at Omaha thanks to funding from an 8th Grade Campus Visit Grant.
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EducationQuest website resources by popularity

Social Media
EducationQuest regularly shares college planning tips via Facebook, Twitter 
and Instagram. Over the past year, our followers have steadily increased.

 Facebook followers increased by 12 percent.

 Twitter followers grew by 8 percent.

 Instagram followers increased by 26 percent.

Web Tools
During 2017, we developed two new resources on our 
website. College Focus for Seniors gives high school 
counselors easy access to FAFSA and college application 
resources they can use to help their students. College 
Timeline is an interactive tool that outlines steps students 
in grades 9-12 should take throughout the year to stay 
on track to college.

130,180

89,630
192,435

WEB-BASED RESOURCES
EducationQuest provides college planning information and tools via EducationQuest.org. During 2017, our website 
recorded over 350,000 visits. 

Numbers reflect page views.

ScholarshipQuest CollegeProfiles

ActivitiesResume

Electronic Communication
Through our Countdown2College emails, we send college 
planning tips to middle school students, high school students 
and parents each month. As of November 2017, we recorded 
14,800 subscribers to this email service. 

We also send electronic college access bulletins on a regular 
basis to high school counselors, middle school counselors,  
and community agency professionals.
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PARTNERSHIPS
EducationQuest partnered with several entities during 2017 to help us fulfill our mission.

These are a few of the college access efforts slated for Fiscal Year 2018:

• Partner with the Nebraska Department of Education and Nebraska’s 
  Coordinating Commission for Postsecondary Education to increase the number   
 of FAFSA completions in Nebraska.

• Implement “Remote Assistance” to reach families who don’t have access to   
 an EducationQuest location and help them complete the FAFSA via computer  
 technology.

• Work with scholarship providers to implement ways to simplify the scholarship 
 application process for students.

University of Nebraska and Nebraska State Colleges – 
This fall, the University of Nebraska and the Nebraska 
State College System teamed up to conduct Counselor 
Updates for school counselors. EducationQuest joined the 
sessions to provide financial aid training.

Nebraska Educational Television – EducationQuest 
supports NET and promotes college access by airing 
30-second spots during championship high school sports 
and University of Nebraska women’s volleyball.

Education and Workforce Committee Chaired by 
Governor Pete Ricketts – EducationQuest President & 
CEO Liz Koop serves as a co-chair for this committee 
which is focusing on early education needs in the 
state and dual-credit access for high school students.

Nebraska Association of College Registrars and 
Admissions Officers – EducationQuest partnered with 
NACRAO to coordinate Educational Planning Programs at 
high schools statewide featuring college representatives.

LOOKING AHEAD



Kearney
308.234.6310
800.666.3721

Lincoln - Headquarters
402.475.5222
800.303.3745

Omaha
402.391.4033
888.357.6300

Scottsbluff
800.303.3745
ext. 6654

EducationQuest.org 
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Board of Directors
Craig Ames, (Chair), Retired, former President & Chief Operating Officer, Bryan Medical Center

Liz S. Koop, President & CEO, EducationQuest Foundation

Lee Galles, Retired, former Associate Vice President for Finance and Treasurer,  

   Creighton University

Michael Green, President & Chief Investment Officer, EverGreen Capital Management

Dr. Jack Huck, Retired, former President, Southeast Community College

Wendy Boyer, Senior Program Officer, Peter Kiewit Foundation

Dr. Miguel Carranza, Retired, former Professor of Sociology and Latina/Latino Studies, 

   University of Missouri-Kansas City

Kelly Leeper, Vice President and Controller, F&M Bank

Debbie Cooper, Client Business Executive, CO-OP Financial Services

Liz S. Koop, President & CEO

Daphne Hall, Senior Vice President, College Access Programs 

Mike Timmins, Senior Vice President & Chief Financial Officer

Eric Drumheller, Vice President, Grants & Scholarships

Officers

EDUCATIONQUEST OFFICERS AND BOARD OF DIRECTORS


