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2022 EducationQuest Symposium 
Thursday, April 7 

Nebraska Innovation Campus 
 

AGENDA 
 
8:00 – 9:00  Check-in and Continental Breakfast (2nd floor) 
 
9:00 – 10:15 Welcome & Panel Discussion: Preparing Students for a Changing Future (Auditorium) 

Nebraska’s demographics are changing. Nebraska’s employment needs are changing. Learn 
how these two issues impact each other and how we can help prepare our students for the best 
future possible.   
 
Panelists:  
• Dr. Josie Gratti Schafer, Director, Center for Public Affairs Research, University of Nebraska 

at Omaha  
• Cheryl Brown, CEO, Henderson Health Care Services 
• Ashley Krajewski, Senior HR Director of Business Partners, Spreetail 
• Greta Shanahan, HR Director, John Henry’s Plumbing, Heating and Air Conditioning 

 
10:15 – 10:30 Break 
 
10:30 – 11:15 Breakout Sessions 
 

Idea Exchange – Lightning talks (Room A123) 
Learn about college access topics that interest you - in less than 20 minutes each. Select two of 
the following topics: 
 

• FAFSA Completion Initiative – Learn how your involvement in this Initiative can ensure 
that your seniors successfully complete the FAFSA process. 
Presenter: Ritchie Morrow, Financial Aid Officer, Nebraska Coordinating Commission for 
Postsecondary Education 
 

• A Passport Program that Guides Students to College - Modeled after the Nebraska 
Tourism Passport Program, this activity is designed to better engage students in college 
planning. 
Presenter: Keri Waddle, K-12 School Counselor, Gibbon Public Schools 
 

• Making the Most of a Campus Visit - Tips on scheduling, pre-planning, and identifying 
key people and places that will make a campus visit successful for your students.  
Presenters: 

• Kevin Halle, Director of Admissions, Wayne State College 
• Jen Canham, Campus Visit Coordinator, Wayne State College 

 
• Paying for College with a 529 Plan – Learn the basics of a 529 college savings plan, why 

it's important to tell students and families about them, and resources to share with families. 
Presenter: Donna Crownover, Vice President and 529 Relationship Manager, NEST 
College Savings Plan 
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Career Exploration…Starting in Middle School (Room B1) 
Hear how two middle schools engage their students in career exploration by exposing them to 
the Nebraska Career Education Model and by hosting summer sessions where students meet 
with professionals in various trades. 
 
Presenters: 
 Kristin Henkenius, 5-8 Counseling Director, Fremont Middle School 
 Joshua Wilken, Career Education Coordinator, Ralston Public Schools 

 
Making College Possible for DACA Students (Room B2) 
Experts will provide advice and resources you can use to help undocumented students attain - 
and succeed in - higher education.  
 
Presenters: 
 Steve Solorio, Joven Noble Coordinator, El Centro de las Americas 
 Joel Lemus, School Counselor, Lexington High Magnet School 
 Carmen Chagolla, Senior Program Manager, Latino Center of the Midlands 

 
Involving Families in College Prep (Room B3) 
Two schools will share how they reached out to parents to involve them in college planning. 
Learn best practices, session content, and how the schools promoted events. EducationQuest 
will also explain their upcoming Family Engagement Initiative. 
 
Presenters: 
 Laura Carlow, Head of College/Career Center, Ralston High School 
 Michele McKeone, School Counselor, Lexington Senior High School 
 Kim Brown, College Planning Specialist, EducationQuest Foundation 

 
College Access Grants: What You Need to Know (Room C) 
Is your high school interested in applying for an EducationQuest College Access Grant? Learn 
about the grant program and how to submit a high-quality application. 
 
Presenter: Chelsey Karlin, Grants Manager, EducationQuest Foundation 
 
Engaging Minority Students in Higher Education (Room D) 
This session will cover culturally-specific approaches you can use to guide minority students to 
education beyond high school. 
 
Presenter: Luis Sotelo, Vice President, Division of Diversity, Equity & Inclusion, Doane University 
 
Take a Tour: Food Innovation Center - limited to 10 individuals (sign up at the registration 
desk) 
The Nebraska Innovation Campus Food Innovation Center’s research facility develops and tests 
food processing systems. Tour the processing facilities and learn about food science careers.  
Meet by the check-in desk. 
 
Presenters:  
• Dr. Melanie Downs, Assistant Professor, Institute of Agriculture and Natural Resources, 

University of Nebraska - Lincoln 
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11:15 – 12:00 College Access Expo (1st Floor Hallway) 
Learn about programs and services offered by a variety of Nebraska-based organizations to 
help you with your college access efforts. Think of it as a college access trade show! Scan the 
QR Code in each hallway using the Guidebook app, you will be entered into a drawing for one 
of four $100 Amazon gift card.  
 
Participating organizations:  
 

Apply2College 
Completing a college application can be daunting! That’s why EducationQuest 
sponsors Apply2College, an annual campaign in which high schools conduct events 
during the school day to help seniors apply to college. We encourage your school to 
register – our goal is 100% participation! 
 
Central Plains Center for Services 
This organization provides postsecondary financial assistance and direct educational 
one-on-one coaching support to program participants through the Education and 
Training Voucher (ETV) Program and the PALS Coaching Program across Nebraska. 
 
Coordinating Commission for Postsecondary Education 
The Commission oversees programs that help students achieve higher education 
including the Nebraska Opportunity Grant, FAFSA Completion Initiative, Access College 
Early (ACE) Scholarship, and the Community College Gap Assistance Program. 
 
EducationQuest Foundation 
Your school or agency has probably worked with EducationQuest, but are you aware of 
ALL of the programs and services EducationQuest offers? They include free college 
planning services, need-based scholarship programs, college access grants for high 
schools, college access resources for middle schools, and outreach services for 
community agencies. 
 
Nebraska Children and Families Foundation – Beyond School Bells 
Beyond School Bells (BSB) builds partnerships that result in afterschool and summer 
programs (Expanded Learning Opportunities) for Nebraska youth. BSB is partnering with 
the Nebraska Department of Education to start new and expand existing programming 
for K-12 youth in underserved and high need districts across Nebraska including focus 
on college and career readiness. 
 
NEST 529 College Savings Plan 
NEST makes saving for college affordable and flexible allowing families to use assets at 
universities, community colleges, tech schools, and graduate schools nationwide to pay 
for tuition and fees, books and supplies, certain room and board expenses, and more. 
Families can deposit a lump sum or save any amount monthly from their paycheck or 
personal bank account. 
 
Nebraska Vocational Rehabilitation 
Nebraska VR works with schools and organizations statewide to help students with 
disabilities prepare for careers that match their skills, abilities, and interests. Pre-
employment services include job-exploration counseling, workplace-readiness training, 
work-based learning experiences, counseling on educational programs, and instruction 
in self-advocacy. 
 
Rural Health Opportunities Program & Kearney Health Opportunities Program 
RHOP and KHOP are pathway programs that recruit, educate and graduate leaders 
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committed to returning to rural areas to practice health care. Selected students are 
guaranteed admission to the University of Nebraska Medical Center if they meet stated 
requirements and complete pre-professional studies at Chadron State College, Wayne 
State College, Peru State College, or University of Nebraska at Kearney. 
 
TeamMates+ Mentoring Program 
This program provides postsecondary resources to support students while they pursue 
post-secondary education. The TeamMates+ Mentoring Program matches a community 
volunteer or campus staff/faculty with a college student to serve as a one-to-one mentor 
throughout their post-secondary journey. 
 
TRIO 
TRIO programs are funded by the Department of Education to serve first-generation, low-
income students, and students with disabilities. The pre-college TRIO programs − Talent 
Search, Classic Upward Bound, and Upward Bound Math & Science − prepare students 
for college. Once students are accepted into college, the TRIO program and Student 
Support Services (Project Achieve at UNO) help guide students to their college degree. 
 
State of Nebraska Youth Registered Apprenticeship 
This employment training program, registered with the US Department of Labor, 
provides a way for employers to upskill current staff and increase the pool of candidates 
to fill work force needs. Registered Apprenticeships combine on the job training and 
classroom training to develop a skilled work force. 
 
YESS Program (Youth Employment Support Services) 
This program provides job seeker resources such as free resume and job search 
assistance as well as targeted veteran services. Recently, the program has begun 
working to connect job seekers, employers, and educational institutions by helping build 
career pathways. YESS also provides classroom training, entrepreneurial skills training, 
and access to details about in-demand occupations. 

 
12:00 – 1:45 Lunch (Banquet Hall – 2nd Floor) 

• Award presentation from American College Application Campaign 
• Inductions into the EducationQuest Hall of Fame 

o Nancy Bond, former Supervisor of School Counseling, Omaha Public Schools 
(2019) 

o Central Plains Center for Services (2020) 
o Silvester Juanes, EducationQuest Reaching Your Potential Scholarship 

Recipient (2020) 
o Ann Chambers, former Adult Education Director, Central Community College 

(2021) 
o Dr. Steve Joel, Superintendent, Lincoln Public Schools (2022) 

• The State of Youth Culture: A look at the driving forces behind Gen Z decisions 
Presenter: Clint! Runge, CEO & Founder of Archrival  
 
Generations change. Tastes change. Today’s young adults didn’t develop their habits, 
preferences and opinions in the same world we grew up in. Trying to stay on top of it all 
can be overwhelming unless we understand the “why’s” behind the decision-making 
process of young adults. 
  
In this dynamic talk, Clint! Runge, an expert in youth marketing, outlines the value 
systems, behaviors, and driving factors behind Gen Z that lead to the decisions they 
make.  
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1:45 – 2:00 Break 
 
2:00 – 2:45 Breakout Sessions 
 

Idea Exchange – Lightning talks (Room A123) 
Learn about college access topics that interest you - in less than 20 minutes each. Select two of 
the following topics: 
 

• How to Track Your Grads Through College – Demonstrates how you can access 
student-level college-going information about your graduates.  
Presenter: Max Reiner, Director of Data Collections, Nebraska Department of Education 
 

• Virtual College-Prep Activities for Middle School – Provides an overview of new 
activities including some in digital escape room formats – and a new scholarship for 6th-
8th graders. (Many activities can be used for high school.) 
Presenter: Juan Rodriguez, College Access Specialist, EducationQuest Foundation 
 

• The Community College Gap Assistance Program – Explains how eligible community 
college students can get financial assistance if they pursue high-need fields. 
Presenter: Ritchie Morrow, Financial Aid Officer, Nebraska Coordinating Commission for 
Postsecondary Education 
 

• Careers of the Future - Covers in-demand careers in Nebraska and provides career 
posters for your school.  
Presenter: Jodie Meyer, Research Analyst, Nebraska Department of Labor 

 
Educational Supports for Unconnected Youth (Room B1) 
Accessing higher education is especially difficult for youth experiencing foster care, juvenile 
justice, homelessness, pregnancy and parenting, and trafficking. Central Plains for Services will 
discuss the unique barriers these youth face - and the programs and services they provide to 
help them achieve success.  
 
Presenters:  

• Felipe Longoria, Chief Executive Officer, Central Plains Center for Services 
• Andra White, Chief Executive Director, Central Plains Center for Services 

 
How to Complete a Winning Scholarship Application (Room B2) 
Learn scholarship application tips from three different perspectives – a scholarship provider, an 
experienced school counselor, and a student. You can then share this critical information with 
students to help them complete winning applications. 
 
Presenters:  

• Trish Reimer, Scholarship Coordinator, Lincoln Community Foundation 
• Dr. Tami Wegener, School Counselor, York High School 
• Ian Tomlin, Student, University of Nebraska - Lincoln 

 
How to Develop and Support an Internship Program (Room B3) 
Learn how two schools set up and support internship programs that help their students 
experience meaningful, practical work during high school that can guide them to potential careers. 
 
Presenters:  
 Jon Cerny, Superintendent, Bancroft-Rosalie Public Schools 
 Brenda Anderson, Director of Counseling, Scottsbluff High School 
 Cherokee Rotherham, School Counselor, Scottsbluff High School 
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College Access Grants: What You Need to Know (Room C) 
Is your high school interested in applying for an EducationQuest College Access Grant? Learn 
about the grant program and how to submit a high-quality application. 
 
Presenter: Chelsey Karlin, Grants Manager, EducationQuest Foundation 
 
Strategies for Creating a College-Going Culture (Room D) 
School counselors will explain strategies they implemented to increase the number of students 
who pursue education beyond high school. EducationQuest will explain how their new college-
going culture assessment can measure and monitor the culture at Nebraska schools. 
 
Presenters: 
 Michael Chaffee, School Counselor, Palmyra Jr/Sr High School 
 Ronelle Kilmer, English Teacher, Valentine High School 
 Andrew Hunzeker, Outreach Manager, EducationQuest Foundation 

 
Take a Tour: Nebraska Innovation Studio - limited to 10 individuals (sign up at the registration 
desk) 
Tour Nebraska's largest makerspace – a facility that provides access to tools and equipment to 
develop, build and test ideas. Meet by the check-in desk. 
 
Presenter: David Martin, Director, Nebraska Innovation Campus, University of Nebraska-Lincoln  

 
2:45 – 2:55 Break 
 
2:55 – 3:40 What Helped Prepare us for College (Auditorium) 

Hear from three current college students about obstacles they faced, what they wish they would 
have known before they went to college, and what helped prepare them for success. 

 
Panelists: 
• Han Le, student, Nebraska Wesleyan University 
• Faith Jurgens, student, University of Nebraska – Lincoln 
• Andrew Jones, student, University of Nebraska – Lincoln 

 
3:40 – 3:45 Closing the day - gift card drawing (Auditorium) 

Stay for the entire day and be entered into a drawing for one of four $100 Amazon gift card. 
Must be present to win. 


