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Of the 26,689 high school seniors in the class of 

2018, only 14,554 completed the Free Application 

for Federal Student Aid (FAFSA). Those who didn’t 

complete the form left money on the table that 

could have helped them pay for college. Read this 

issue of Aspire to learn more about the importance 

of FAFSA completion – and about other college 

access efforts happening across the state.

See pages 8-12 for an overview of 

EducationQuest’s statewide college  

access efforts this past year.
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What we know about the  
FAFSA Simplification Act 
In this issue of Aspire, you’ll learn that nearly half of Nebraska’s high 

school seniors in the class of 2019 did NOT file a FAFSA (Free Application 

for Federal Student Aid). The implications of this are great: many of these students are 

leaving money on the table that could help them pay for college – while others won’t 

pursue education beyond high school because they never completed the form.

One of the most prevalent reasons why students don’t complete the FAFSA is that they find 

the form intimidating and overwhelming. While EducationQuest helps address this concern 

by providing free one-on-one assistance with the FAFSA, we’re also keeping a close eye on 

efforts at the federal level to simplify the form.

On October 22, U.S. Senators Lamar Alexander (R-Tenn.) and Doug Jones (D-Ala.) 

introduced the FAFSA Simplification Act of 2019. If passed, this bill will streamline the 

FAFSA, expanding college access and success for millions of low-income and first-generation 

students across the country.

According to Senator Alexander, this bill will reduce the number of questions on the FAFSA 

from 108 questions to 18-30 basic questions about a student, their family, and their plans 

for college. 

It will also greatly reduce the need for the burdensome verification process that stops a 

student’s Pell grant payment while their family scrambles to submit their federal tax 

information, and will allow students as young as middle school to easily learn about their 

likely Pell grant award, so they can begin to plan for college.

EducationQuest is pleased to join our colleagues at the National College Access Network 

(NCAN) and the National Association of Student Financial Aid Administrators 

(NASFAA) in support of the FAFSA Simplification Act. We will continue to 

monitor the bill’s progress through the legislative process and will provide 

updates as they become available.

In the meantime, we are always available to help families complete the 

FAFSA through free appointments at our offices in Omaha, Lincoln, Kearney, 

and Scottsbluff, FAFSA-filing sessions at high schools and community agencies 

across the state, and FAFSA tools at EducationQuest.org.

MESSAGE FROM LIZ
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I encourage all Nebraska 
high schools to sign up for 
the FAFSA Completion 
Initiative. By doing so, 
your school can access 
FAFSA submission and 
completion status updates 
on individual students and 
provide help to those who 
need it.

– Daphne Hall

“

”

HOW YOU CAN HELP

Of the 26,689 seniors in Nebraska’s high school class of 2018, only 

14,554 completed the Free Application for Federal Student Aid 

(FAFSA) in preparation to attend college during the 2018-19 

academic year. 

This means the 12,135 seniors who didn’t complete the FAFSA were 

among 661,000 high school graduates nationally who missed the 

opportunity for part of $2.6 billion in free money for college, 

according to NerdWallet’s 2018 annual analysis of federal financial 

aid data. 

The statistics for Nebraska seniors in the class of 2019 remained 

about the same, with only 14,776 out of 26,775 seniors completing  

a FAFSA.

Getting money for college isn’t the only reason why it’s important to 

submit a FAFSA. According to the National College Access Network, 

90 percent of high school seniors who complete the FAFSA attend 

college directly from high school, compared to just 55 percent of 

FAFSA noncompleters.

So, why aren’t more Nebraska students and parents 
completing the FAFSA?

EducationQuest has found that reasons include:

•   Students and parents who are unfamiliar with, or uninformed 

about, financial aid

•   Families thinking “why apply?” when they don’t think they will 

qualify for any financial aid

•  Parents who are reluctant to share their financial information

•   Those who start a FAFSA but don’t finish because they find the 

form intimidating– or submit the form, but get caught up in the 

verification process and never finish

“In reality, all families will qualify for federal student loans and 

possibly other types of aid,” said EducationQuest Senior Vice 

President Daphne Hall. “And there are lots of resources to help 

students and parents complete the FAFSA including free help 

provided by EducationQuest.”

HOW TO ENROLL IN NEBRASKA’S 
FAFSA COMPLETION INITIATIVE

Nebraska’s FAFSA Completion Initiative 

is a partnership between Nebraska’s 

Coordinating Commission for 

Postsecondary Education (CCPE) and the 

U.S. Department of Education.

Schools wishing to enroll should contact 

CCPE Financial Aid Officer Ritchie 

Morrow at ritchie.morrow@nebraska.gov 

or 402.472.0032.

Sources: Nebraska Department of Education (total number of students in grade 12)

Federal Student Aid (total number of FAFSAs completed, by state, by June 30 of each year)

The Importance   
of FAFSA Completion
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Seniors at 179 Nebraska high schools received hands-on 

help with their college applications this fall thanks to 

their schools’ participation in the annual Apply2College 

Campaign.

During the EducationQuest-sponsored campaign, 

participating schools held college application events 

during the school day where school staff, volunteers, 

and college reps helped seniors through the application 

process. 

Gibbon High School Counselor Keri Waddle said each 

senior at the school’s Apply2College event was 

encouraged to apply to at least three schools.

“We had a successful day and students were presented 

with an Apply2College t-shirt for participating,” she 

said. “It was an awesome day!”

Connie Porter, school counselor at Lawrence-Nelson 

High School, was pleased with how the school’s 

Apply2College event went. 

“The college application process can be overwhelming, 

so we implemented activities to make applying to 

colleges more exciting,” she said. “Giving students  

time to complete their applications and having the 

expertise of college representatives was very helpful  

to students.”  

Apply2College is part of the American College 

Application Campaign sponsored by the American 

Council on Education. 

Apply2College Campaign  
draws 179 high schools

APPLY

These seniors at Lawrence-Nelson High 
School applied to 56 colleges.

These Gibbon High School students were  
encouraged to apply to at least three colleges.
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8th Grade Campus Visit Grants 
awarded to 78 schools

High Schools encouraged to  
apply for a College Access Grant

Eighth grade students at 78 Nebraska schools will experience a 

campus visit this school year through funding from 8th Grade 

Campus Visit Grants awarded by EducationQuest.

The grants will cover the cost of a college visit for each school 

along with related activities that will help eighth graders get on 

the path to college.

EducationQuest will award a new round of College Access Grants next summer and is encouraging Nebraska high 

schools to apply. The application deadline is June 15, 2020.

EducationQuest awards College Access Grants every two years. Schools are funded for four years with annual awards 

ranging from $2,500 to $20,000 depending on school enrollment. High schools use grant funds to develop and 

support college-access activities with a goal to increase the school’s college-going rate by 10 percentage points.

Since the program started in 2006, EducationQuest has awarded 131 College Access Grants to 89 high schools.

Schools interested in applying should submit a Letter of Intent by May 1, 2020. See “College Access Grants” in the 

Professionals section (under Resources for Grades 9-12) at EducationQuest.org for details. 

Please note that interested high schools must also have a representative attend the EducationQuest Symposium 

Thursday, April 16 in Lincoln. Find details about the Symposium on page 7.

Eighth grade students from St. Matthew the Evangelist School in Bellevue watch a lab 
demonstration during a campus visit to Bellevue University this fall. 

“The impact of 78 schools taking eighth 

graders on a campus visit is huge,” said 

EducationQuest Vice President Eric Drumheller. 

“By experiencing a campus setting, these 

students will realize college is possible and will 

hopefully be motivated to take steps during 

high school that will make college possible.”

This is the largest number of schools to receive 

8th Grade Campus Visit Grants since 

EducationQuest started the program in 2011. 

“It’s exciting to see the number of schools that 

embrace early planning for college,” 

Drumheller said. “We wish we could have 

funded all the schools that applied.”

For a list of the recipient schools, see “8th 

Grade Campus Visit Grants” under “Resources 

for Grades 6-8” in the Professionals section at 

EducationQuest.org.
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EducationQuest disbursed $1.56 million in need-based scholarship funds to Nebraska’s 31 nonprofit colleges and 
universities this fall for distribution to eligible students during the 2019-2020 academic year. The funds are 
designated for undergraduate students who demonstrate financial need. Each college selects students who will 
receive scholarships. 

Since the EducationQuest Scholarship Program began 21 years ago, EducationQuest has awarded over $24 million 
providing approximately 24,000 scholarships. 

As you help students prepare for the future, keep in 
mind that EducationQuest has free college planning 
resources for those in sixth grade through adult 
learners. They include:

Look2College publication, facilitator guide, and 
presentation - helps sixth grade students get on the 
path to college by having them consider what they 
want to be, how they will get there, and how to invest 
in themselves. 

KnowHow2GO publication, facilitator guide, and 
presentation - provides three steps 7th & 8th grade 
students should follow to make college a reality: Find 
the right fit, Push yourself, and Put your hands on 
some cash.

Exploring College publication, facilitator guide, and 
presentation - guides 9th and 10th grade students 
through steps they should follow in early high school.

College Prep for Juniors & Seniors publication and 
presentations - walk students through critical steps 
they need to follow as college draws near.

College Planning for Adult Learners publication and 
checklist - helps nontraditional students get to college 
despite the unique challenges they face.

Learn more about these and other resources in the 
Professionals section at EducationQuest.org.  
See “Order Materials” to order free copies of the 
publications. 

Bellevue University

Bryan College of Health Sciences

Central Community College

Chadron State College

CHI Health School of Radiologic   
  Technology

Clarkson College

College of Saint Mary

Concordia University

Creighton University

Doane University

Hastings College

Little Priest Tribal College 
Metropolitan Community College

Midland University

Mid-Plains Community College

Nebraska Christian College

Nebraska College of Technical  
  Agriculture

Nebraska Indian Community College

Nebraska Methodist College

Nebraska Wesleyan University

Northeast Community College 

Peru State College

Southeast Community College

Union College

University of Nebraska Medical Center

University of Nebraska at Kearney

University of Nebraska-Lincoln

University of Nebraska at Omaha

Wayne State College

Western Nebraska Community College

York College

Colleges receiving scholarship funds

Nebraska nonprofit colleges share  
$1.56 million in scholarship funds

Resources now available  
for 6th grade through  
adult learners
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 Get Social Scholarships
Awarded to Five Students
EducationQuest awarded five $500 Get Social Scholarships 

this fall to five students who followed us on Facebook, 

Twitter, and/or Instagram.

The winners are Nolan Avent, a senior at Hastings High 

School; Jack Coil, a senior at Hastings High School;  

Sarah Kallhoff, a senior at Norris High School;  

Morgan Rhodes, a senior at Millard West High School;  

and Mikayla Sasse, a senior at Deshler High School. 

EducationQuest conducts a drawing for a Get Social 

Scholarship every time we reach a 250-follower milestone 

on Facebook, Twitter, and Instagram. Those who follow us 

– and meet eligibility criteria – can submit an entry form.

Morgan Rhodes Mikayla Sasse

Jack CoilNolan Avent Sarah Kallhoff

Save the date...
EducationQuest 
Symposium!
Mark your calendar for Thursday, April 16 

– the date of the EducationQuest Symposium 

at Innovation Campus in Lincoln. This event 

will provide strategies and best practices 

schools and agencies can use to increase the 

number of students who pursue education 

beyond high school.

The event is open to high school and middle 

school professionals, community agency 

professionals, and college professionals. 

Watch for an invitation in early January.

With a College Access Grant, Nebraska high schools can help 
more students pursue education beyond high school
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Statewide efforts
We reached students across the state through:

 •  Fall college fairs in Lincoln and Omaha 

 •  Spring college fairs in Lincoln, Omaha and  
South Sioux City

 • Educational Planning Programs (smaller college fairs)

 • Financial Aid Programs

 • Apply2College Campaign

 • Financial Aid Updates for school counselors

In-house services
At locations in Omaha, Lincoln, Kearney, and 
Scottsbluff, EducationQuest provided free services  
that helped students:

 • research colleges

 • find scholarships

 • explore careers

 •  complete the Free Application for Federal 
Student Aid (FAFSA)

 • learn about student borrowing and repayment

This section provides an overview of EducationQuest’s college access activities during FY19.

Financial Aid Programs (279)

Offsite FAFSA Filings (51)

Counselor Updates (5)

9th & 10th Grade Programs (49)

College Fair Counties (5)
Educational Planning Program Counties (26)

Each symbol may represent multiple activities.

Apply2College events were held at 179 high schools. 
School-based services were provided on a regular basis at 22 locations:  
six Lincoln Public Schools, seven Omaha Public Schools, Bellevue East,  
Gibbon, Grand Island Senior High, Hastings, Kearney Public, Lexington,  
Ralston, Shelton, and Wood River.

EducationQuest Foundation, headquartered in Lincoln, is a private, nonprofit organization with 
a mission to improve access to higher education in Nebraska.

EducationQuest fulfills this mission by providing free college planning services and resources, grants for 
high schools and middle schools, need-based scholarship programs, and web-based tools and information.

COLLEGE PLANNING SERVICES
During FY19, EducationQuest helped 70,700 Nebraskans prepare for college through our in-house services 
and statewide efforts.

Activities (# of occurrences)

COLLEGE 
PLANNING 
ACTIVITIES
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Apply2College Campaign
Nearly 180 Nebraska high schools held Apply2College events this fall 
during the school day to help seniors complete college applications. 
As of November 20, 2019, 121 of the participating schools reported 
that 6,131 seniors submitted 9,566 applications to 111 colleges. 
EducationQuest sponsored the campaign and provided schools with free 
resources to help make their events a success.

Look2College
Look2College, a program for 6th grade students, provides students 
with an early exploration of careers and college. Resources include an 
eight-page publication for students and a facilitator guide for educators. 
During the 2018-19 school year, we conducted 84 Look2College 
presentations statewide reaching over 3,400 students. 

KnowHow2GO
The KnowHow2GO program provides three steps 7th and 8th grade 
students should take to make college a reality. EducationQuest promotes 
these steps through handbooks distributed to middle schools and 
KnowHow2GO activities educators can use with students. During the 
2018-19 academic year, EducationQuest conducted 100 KnowHow2GO 
events across the state reaching nearly 4,000 students.

Exploring College
In the fall of 2019, EducationQuest introduced Exploring College 
resources for freshmen and sophomores. They include a publication, 
facilitator guide, and online activities that help younger high school 
students get on the path to college.

Outreach Services
Each year, EducationQuest’s Outreach Services team visits over 100 
community agencies to counsel clients about planning and paying 
for college and to help them complete the FAFSA. They also provide 
resources for agency staff. During 2018-19, the team provided services to 
6,480 community agency clients. Outreach Services also oversees services 
and resources for adult learners.

Spanish Resources
EducationQuest develops some college planning materials in Spanish. In 
addition, our bilingual college planning specialists provide one-on-one 
assistance at our college planning offices, and conduct financial aid and 
college planning programs in Spanish across the state. During 2019, they 
served nearly 1,500 students and parents.
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Recipients of the EducationQuest Scholarship Program and the  
Reaching Your Potential Scholarship Program.

Recipients of EducationQuest 
Scholarship Program

Recipients of Reaching Your 
Potential Scholarship Program

Each symbol may represent multiple recipients.

NEED-BASED SCHOLARSHIP PROGRAMS
EducationQuest funds two need-based scholarship programs that help Nebraskans overcome obstacles to 
higher education.

EducationQuest Scholarship Program
Through the EducationQuest Scholarship Program, EducationQuest disburses need-based scholarship dollars 
each year to Nebraska’s nonprofit public and private colleges. The colleges then award the funds to eligible 
students who demonstrate financial need. In 2019, EducationQuest disbursed $1.56 million that will be 
disbursed to eligible students during the 2019-2020 academic year. 

Reaching Your Potential
The Reaching Your Potential Scholarship Program awards renewable scholarships twice a year to low-income 
Nebraska students who face obstacles to college. Applicants are referred to the program by community 
agencies and colleges. In FY19, EducationQuest provided $504,759 in Reaching Your Potential scholarship 
funds to 117 students.

EducationQuest Foundation 
2019 YEAR IN REVIEW
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College Access Grants for High Schools
Every two years, EducationQuest awards College Access Grants to selected Nebraska high schools to 
fund college access activities. The award amounts depend on each school’s enrollment. Schools are 
funded for four years with a goal to increase their college-going rate by at least 10 percentage points.

EducationQuest will award its next round of College Access Grants in the summer of 2020.

8th Grade Campus Visit Grants
Each year, EducationQuest awards 8th Grade Campus Visit Grants to schools to fund a campus visit and 
other college-access activities for eighth graders. In the fall of 2019, EducationQuest selected 78 schools 
to receive grants. For a list of recipient schools, see the Professionals section at EducationQuest.org.

Social Media
During FY19, we surveyed our followers to learn how we can better engage them 
via social media. As a result, we increased the number of videos we produce and 
introduced monthly live videos that feature college-planning experts.

Over the past year, our followers increased significantly.

 Facebook followers increased from 7,334 to 8,086.

 Twitter followers grew from 3,327 to 3,866.

 Instagram followers increased from 912 to 1,475.

GRANT PROGRAMS
EducationQuest has two competitive grant programs through which we distribute funds directly to 
Nebraska schools to promote college access.

ScholarshipQuest - We updated the administration functions of this resource 
that houses over 2,000 Nebraska-based scholarships. The updates will pave the 
way for enhancements that will happen in FY20 to improve the student user 
experience.  

Website - We reformatted the student and professional sections of 
EducationQuest.org to include new Exploring College information and resources 
we developed this fall for high school freshmen and sophomores.

WEB-BASED RESOURCES
During 2019, EducationQuest developed or revamped college planning tools and 
information available at EducationQuest.org:

Our most-used web tools  
during FY19: 

ScholarshipQuest 
177,969 page views

Activities Resume 
128,697 page views

College Profiles 
98,224 page views
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EducationQuest Foundation 
1300 O Street

Lincoln, NE 68508

Address Service Requested

Lincoln (headquarters)
1300 O Street
800.303.3745

Omaha
Rockbrook Village
108th & W. Center Road
888.357.6300

Kearney
2706 Second Avenue
800.666.3721

Scottsbluff
1601 E. 27th Street
800.303.3745, ext. 6654

EducationQuest.orgFIND US ONLINE:
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To increase college access during FY19, EducationQuest partnered with:

Here are a few of the college access efforts slated for FY20:

Nebraska Department of Education and Nebraska’s 
Coordinating Commission for Postsecondary Education 
to increase the number of students who complete the 
Free Application for Federal Student Aid (FAFSA).

Nebraska Association of College Registrars and 
Admissions Officers to coordinate Educational Planning 
Programs at high schools statewide featuring college 
representatives.

State Treasurer’s Office and First National Bank to 
encourage families with middle school students to save 
for college through the Nebraska Educational Savings 
Trust (NEST) College Savings Plan.

University of Nebraska and Nebraska State Colleges 
to provide financial aid training during their Counselor 
Update sessions for Nebraska high school counselors.

Nebraska Educational Television to promote college 
access by airing EducationQuest commercials during 
championship high school sports and University of 
Nebraska women’s volleyball.

Nebraska Scholarship Providers to collaborate on ways to 
simplify applications for students by developing shared 
scholarship vocabulary and by discussing ways to better 
format applications.

  • Research the impact of campus visits and other strategies that will help increase the state’s college-going rate. 

  •  Continue efforts and partnerships that will lead to an increase in the number of eligible seniors in Nebraska who 
file the Free Application for Federal Student Aid (FAFSA).

  • Develop strategies that will help increase the number of adults in Nebraska with a college credential.

PARTNERSHIPS 2019

LOOKING AHEAD
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